
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Holy Week and Easter Season, 2016 
 
 

This Lent I feel myself being drawn to the Cross.  Do you?  Different people 

resonate with the varied strands of our faith in different ways, and I’ve always been 

focused more on the Incarnation and all of Jesus’ life and work, of which Good 

Friday is just a part.   

 

However, this Lent, due to the many losses and struggles in our community, and in 

our world, and the very dark parts of human nature being exposed on the national 

political stage, I’ve felt myself being led back to the foot of the Cross.  I’ve wanted 

to stand with Jesus there in sadness and confusion and wrestle in prayer with how 

his death speaks to us now, in 2016.  How does what happened then save us today?  

How does it unite us more deeply to God?   

 

The series of worship services of Holy Week (really one service in several 

installments) are the Church’s invitation to each and every one of us to ask these 

same questions as we walk again the path of Jesus’ suffering and death.   

 

Every time I enter into Holy Week with my heart and soul open, I find God touches me in a different way.  I 

invite you to join with the rest of the Body of Christ for all of this Holy Week — Palm Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil or Easter morning — as we contemplate the journey Christ’s 

human body took —  and journey together as his risen Body into Resurrection life. 

 

In Christ, 

 
****************************************************************************** 

 

The forty days of Lent are counting down to the holiest days of the church year.  Special liturgies for these 

days begin on page 270 of the Book of Common Prayer; do remember that liturgy means “the work of the 

people” ... the people, you and me! 

 

Sunday, March 20th  is the Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
  
Weather permitting we will begin the Palm Sunday Liturgy in the church yard and process into the building 

singing, “Sing, Hosanna” which will change to “All glory, laud and honor” when we are gathered inside and bit 

by bit the tone of the day will change until we are singing, “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” 

 

Thursday, March 24th:  Maundy Thursday liturgy at 7 pm 

 

Friday, March 25th:  Good Friday liturgy at 7 pm 

 

Saturday, March 26th:  The Great Vigil of Easter at 7 pm 

 



Sunday, March 27th: Easter, Holy Eucharist at 10 am  

“Jesus Christ is risen today.” 

 

  Easter Breakfast beginning at 8:30 am 

 

  Easter Egg Hunt for children after the 10 am service 

  Please bring an empty basket or pail if you can. 

 

  There is no Sunday School on Easter. 

 

****************************************************************** 

April Sunday mornings at the Church of the Good Shepherd: 

  

 Sunday School begins at 10:00 a.m.  

            The Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m. 

 

Sunday, April 3rd  There will be a special service of Easter lessons and hymns with the Holy Eucharist on this 

day .... hear the stories of the many resurrection appearances of Jesus ... sing favorite Easter hymns ... delight in 

the flowers and beauty of the church building ... Easter is not over!                                 

          ( No Sunday School this day) 

 

Sunday, April 10th, 17th, and 24th: the Easter Season continues but the 17th is also known as Good Shepherd 

Sunday ... “I am the Good Shepherd”  ... “The Lord is my shepherd” ... our feast day. 

 

****************************************************************** 

Continuing Events: 

 
Trash & Treasure continues to be open on Wed. and Sat. from 9 am to noon. 

 

There are two AA meetings every Saturday evening.  

 

Special Events in March: 

 

Calling all BAKERS and BUYERS to a Food Sale on Sunday, March 20th after the 10 o’clock service ... 

treats to put away for Easter... treats to go with a cup of coffee.... something special for a lunch bag? ... home 

baked wins over store bought!.... your support for this ECW fund raiser is appreciated.  

 

Lots of vegetables were grown right here in one of the 21 garden plots that make up the Ken Lagerquist 

Memorial Gardens. We are now signing up gardeners for the 2016 growing season. For health reasons three 

gardeners turned in their keys and gave up their plots so if you would like to take over a plot speak to Caryl 

Frink. If you have a neighbor who might be interested, please help us advertise these gardens. 

 

By the time this newsletter is printed and/or available on your computer, the seasonal change of clothing at 

Trash & Treasure will be completed or almost completed thanks to the hard work and organizational skills 

of Cheryl Scarpetti and Laura Bennett. Thanks to everyone who filled and lugged bags of unsold clothing to 

pass on to Big Sisters and filled the racks with clothes for the warm days that are coming. As you make the 

same kind of transition at home, if you are not going to wear it, let us sell it!  
 

Beginning on Sunday, March 6th, and continuing all month, we are collecting peanut butter and tuna fish for 

the Food Closet. Just one jar (not glass!) or can will make a difference. 

 



“Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, 

Where there is sorrow and pain no more, 

Neither sighing, but life everlasting.” 
 

 The congregation extends its sympathy to Sue Hosey and the entire Risho and Silvestri 

families on the death of Kevin Hosey on February 18th after a long and courageous battle 

with cancer. His life of service to others was celebrated with a Requiem Eucharist at 

Good Shepherd on February 22nd. 
 

We also extend sympathy to Mike and Jan Bouchard on the death of Mike’s brother, 

Raymond, after a long illness. His life was honored in the chapel of the RI Veteran’s 

Cemetery. 
 

“Into paradise may the angels lead you. 

At your coming may the martyrs receive you, and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem.” 
 

***************************************************************************** 
 

The announcement of the Lenten Project of the RI Deacons began, “As the Apostles moved into the world 

spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ they were dependent on the good will and kindness of the people where 

they traveled as strangers in a new land.” .... strangers .... new land. The Deacons are working with Dorcas 

International Institute of RI to collect full size toiletries for those who are strangers in this strange land of 

Rhode Island, especially those fleeing the war in Syria!  What’s needed: soap, shampoo, deodorant, shaving 

needs, toothbrushes & toothpaste – essentials. This collection will continue until Easter. Thanks for your help.  

                 From Deacon Mary Ann Mello 
 

What is Dorcas International Institute? It is not new in RI! In 1921 the International Institute was founded as 

an arm of the YWCA to assist immigrants and refugees with their transition to life in America. While not a faith 

based organization, Dorcas Place was founded in 1981 by Sister Mary Reilly and Deborah Thompson as part of 

an urban ministry program in South Providence  with an emphasis on literacy. As of December 31, 2012 these 

organizations pooled their resources, became Dorcas International Institute and continued the important work of 

assisting immigrants and refugees - no matter where they come from. 
 

Thanks to the deacons of RI for bringing this work to our attention. Yes, it receives funds from the Episcopal 

Charities Fund.  

 

****************************************************************** 

  

Our Charities kick off was a great success.  On the first Sunday, Feb. 21st, parishioners pledged over $ 2,500.  

Since then another $1,500 has been pledged.  (see seed packets surrounding the Charities poster on 

board in hallway near kitchen). Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your continued generosity.  If you have 

not returned your pledge card, remember "it is never too late".  You may give it to Carol Keiser, Gail Lexnor or 

Marie Langlois at any time.  
 

 

 

The kick off began with a spirited talk by Heather Amaral of “Meals on Wheels”; 

most of us do know of the work of this agency but we were surprised to learn that 

meal delivery is not tied to a person’s personal finances but to their physical needs 

and the availability of volunteers to deliver the meals. Yes, they deliver in 

Pawtucket.  
 

 



There is much sadness in the midst of this year’s Charities campaign for on Sunday, March 13th Peggy 

Amatore, for over 35 years the “face” of the Charities Fund, died peacefully in her sleep. Peggy had been 

battling a rare and incurable disease for the last year.  
 

From Bishop Knisely:  “This is a great loss to our community. Peggy will be profoundly missed by everyone 

whose lives she touched. Thousands of people in this state are better off today because of the work which she 

gave herself to so fully.” 
 

 “May her soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.” 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

There seems to be some confusion about the use of the “charts” for requesting flower and sanctuary candle 

memorials. These memorials are a way to remember those who have died. Occasionally, flowers may honor a 

significant birthday or anniversary, but we need to know that for printing in the weekly staff. The suggested 

donation to the Altar Guild is $3 which can be given to Karen Tripodi or put in an envelope marked 

“Memorials” and placed in the collection plate. 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

There’s no place like home especially when you’ve spent some days in the hospital. So, we are happy to pass on 

the news that Richard Cook, Nancy Brissette, Bertha Bourgault and young Bryan Brailsford are home and 

recovering from a variety of ills. 

 

****************************************************************** 
 

in March 

18 Christopher Kelliher 18 Stephanie Kelliher      19 Evan Harrison          

22 Edward Wleh  23 Gail Kelliher-Manchester    24 Betty Collins    

24 Doren James  24 Sandra Ustas      25 Connor Maddix 

26 Bob Maddix   27 Comfort Montgomery     30 Marie St. Jean 

 

In April 

4 Anthony Dekargai    6 Dorothy Randall  8 Esther Anderson Dekargai         

12 Julia Fitton    13 Jeanette Lemieux             16 Christopher Ustas  

18 Christine Sipes    20 Benjamin Ainley   20 Maurice St. Jean  

25 Vincent Cherico, Jr.   29 Josfaih Ngafaih                 30 Kerri Marcotte 

 

 

Happy Anniversary in April to  

 

   Richard & Cynthia Keniston on the 24th 

  Joseph & Joyce Silvestri on the 28th 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

Looking back: 

 

• Souper Bowl Sunday was not defeated by the weather. The 91 cans were arranged in a tribute to the Patriots: 

a heart and a football! 

 

• There was record breaking cold on the day of the Valentine’s bakeless Bake Sale (-2 degrees at 10 am) but 

$194 and counting was raised for the projects sponsored by the ECW. (Remember that there’s a bake sale with 

baked goods on March 20th.) 



 

• For the second year in a row, the Valentine’s edition of Fun Friday was canceled by snow; the really cute 

crafts have been packed away once again and we hope we don’t strike out again in 2017. 

 

• Six volunteers served lunch at St. George’s on March 6th! 

 

•  From the Cooks:  ‘Our new Sr. Warden Frank Cook and Roberta Cook, the clerk of the vestry, attended a 

Leadership conference on Saturday March 5, 2016 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at St. John's Church in Barrington 

sponsored by the Diocese of RI.  The Cooks attended three sessions that covered the role of the Sr. Warden, the 

Treasure and the Jr. Warden.  Topics included: raising money, supporting our church programs, dealing with 

property issues and   providing lay and clergy compensation and benefits. 

 

We were reminded to thank our members who gave to our Every Member Canvas at least 

six (6) times!  

        This is number two:  THANK YOU!!!  

 

• We welcomed Bryan Bjorkland, an Episcopal Service Corps volunteer from Jonathan Daniels House, to the 

March Fun Friday. Bryan is serving at Farm Fresh RI and engaged in conversation about his work and our 

gardens when he wasn’t  playing board games with the kids. 

 

 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

Looking ahead:     April Fool’s Day:  Fun Friday continues! 

 

• Beginning April 3rd, we’ll collect cereal for the Food Closet. 

 

• From April 12th - 16th, the Rev. Gillian Barr will be in Denver for the twice a year gathering of Episcopal 

Service Corps directors. 

 

• Sunday, April 17th at 3 pm at St. James, Woonsocket, a benefit performance by Fisherman’s Follies of Fish 

Eyes, the story of Jesus’ ministry through the eyes of 2 fishermen. The Blackstone Valley Deanery is 

sponsoring this event to support the expansion of City Camp into Woonsocket. (Did you attend their 

performance at Good Shepherd a few years ago? Fun! ) 

 

• On Saturday, April 23rd from 9 am-3 pm, the Diocese of RI will sponsor “Lead and Learn 2016: Telling our 

Story” a conference focused on creative church communications.  

  

Special dates to save in June: 
 

Thursday, June 9: Traces of the Trade, a film about RI and the slave trade - could be subtitled, “What you 

didn’t learn in school!” 

 

Saturday, June 11: Ordination of Deacons,  
                     including Jim Kelliher at  St. Paul’s, Pawtucket. 


