
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                           May, 2016 
 

 

    “Be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Mt. 10:16) 

This directive from Jesus was Bishop Knisely’s word to all the gathered clergy of the 

diocese at a recent mandatory training day reviewing church safety procedures. He 

was reminding us that while our churches are communities of love seeking to serve 

others, neither we clergy nor church members are immune from temptation, nor are 

we spared being misunderstood or taken advantage of by those outside the church.   

 

The training covered child sexual abuse risk reduction and mandatory reporting, elder abuse, clergy boundaries 

with adult parishioners, active shooter situations, and internal financial safeguards.  Church leaders, clergy and 

lay, are responsible for protecting the people, buildings and financial assets entrusted to us.  

 

We were reminded of the consequences when we do not follow best practices in any of these areas—for 

example, a parish in the diocese is currently investigating an active embezzlement case which has siphoned over 

$10,000 from that church’s assets. Bishop Knisely is now being quite firm with all vestries and clergy, requiring 

that we immediately adopt the same best-practices as any secular company or agency.  

 

At Wednesday’s meeting the Good Shepherd vestry discussed what changes we need to make here. We need a 

greater variety of people to be involved in certain ministries of the parish.  We need additional people to step 

forward to help count the Sunday offering, to oversee our Sunday School program, and to volunteer in Trash 

and Treasure.  Each of the specific tasks is easy, and many hands make light work!  Consider which of these 

ministries you’d like to help with and speak with me or Mary Ann to find out next steps!  

 

In Christ, 

   

****************************************************************************** 

Sunday morning at the Church of the Good Shepherd: 

 

 Choir rehearsals at 9:15am resume on Sunday, May 22nd.   

 Sunday School begins at 10:00am every week. 

           The Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 10 am. 

 

The Ken Lagerquist Memorial Community Gardens were blessed for the 2016 growing season on  

Sunday, May 1st, immediately after that morning’s Holy Eucharist. 

 

The Easter season continues to be celebrated until ,  

 

Sunday, May 15th when we will celebrate the Feast of Pentecost with a blaze of red.... red shirts, blouses, 

ribbons, sneakers, hats, or whatever you have to color our congregation - RED! ...the color of fire ... Acts 2: 

“they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each person there. They were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit.”  



A week earlier, on Sunday May 8th the United Thank Offering will be received. Imagine a 

parade of coins and bills and checks and credit card offerings coming from every congregation 

in the Episcopal Church to a railroad freight car sized “Blue Box” on which is written “expand 

the circle of thankful people”; that circle makes a difference throughout the world. Yes, we 

have had UTO Sunday in the fall for the past few years but we have decided to try the Spring 

option and Mother’s day seemed a good choice. There are envelopes at the back of the church; 

if you write a check, please put UTO on the message line. 

 

****************************************************************** 

Continuing events:  

 

Trash & Treasure is open on Wed. and Sat. from 9 am to noon.  

 

AA meetings every Saturday beginning at 6 pm. 

 

Also on the calendar for May: 

 

On May 1st and throughout the month we’ll collect boxes of that favorite Mac ‘n Cheese for the Food Closet. 

Remember: a box of cereal is always a welcome donation, too. 

 

Also on Sunday, May 1st it is our turn to serve lunch at St. George’s, Central Falls. It really only takes an hour 

and a half to make a difference to the folks who come for a meal and maybe a container of leftovers for later. 

We’ll honor the RI tradition of May baskets with “May bags” of assorted candy. 

 

Later that week on May 6th, Fun Friday will end for this school year with a cookout/eat-in and some family 

fun. Thanks to everyone who has volunteered at any time from Oct. to May. Now we’ll pack up the games 

and the glue dots and ribbon as the weather warms up and outdoor activities abound.  

 

The regular Vestry Meeting will be on Wed., May 18th at 6 pm. 

 

Is it a while since you’ve been to ECC? Would you like to take a walk around the property and see what’s new? 

Sunday, May 22nd is this year’s ECC Open House: tours from 3:30 -5 pm; Holy Eucharist in the barn at 

5 pm, followed by a cookout. All are welcome to attend - kids and those who were kids years ago! 

 

***************************************************************************** 

 

It has been a struggle to keep our Trash or Treasure Shop staffed these past few months.  Vacations, medical 

issues, etc. have left us running thin.  Our thanks go out to Caryl Frink and Ray Stephenson for jumping in to 

help. Janet Jackson has been manning the register almost every Sat. and Laura Bennett, our neighborhood 

friend, is working in the shop EVERY Sat. and Wed.  We don't know what we would do without them.  Also, 

Julia Fitton, 89 yrs. old and one of our best customers, comes in most days to help. Thanks to all of them! 

 

Of course, more help is always needed.  Only 3 hours a month, from 9:00 am-Noon is all it takes.  Working the 

register or hanging clothes and setting them out on the selling floor are easy tasks.  Meeting the people of the 

neighborhood and socializing among us is an added benefit.  Come join us!!!!!        Cheryl Scarpetti 

 

The warm weather is coming, it really is! Think of Trash & Treasure when you get your summer clothes out 

and if you can’t wear it, let us sell it. Pass the word to your neighbors, too. Especially needed are clothes for 

young children - and bags that are bigger than grocery bags. Today, April 27th, there was a request from a 

young mother for coupons for diapers & other necessities; the Sunday newspaper is too expensive for her to 

buy. If you can pass these on to me, I’ll put them in an envelope with her name on it.   Thanks, Caryl 
 



 “Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, 

Where there is sorrow and pain no more, 

Neither sighing, but life everlasting.” 
 

 The congregation extends its sympathy to Freda Luther on the death of her sister, Gladys 

Clark who died on March 26th; Mrs. Clark and her late husband George were longtime 

parishioners of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 

 

We also extend our sympathy to Mr. Richard Cook on the death of his daughter, Robin E. 

Cook, RN on April 11th. 
 

“Into paradise may the angels lead you. 

At your coming may the martyrs receive you, and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem.” 
 

***************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

 

From Good Shepherd we sent 49 bars 

of soap, 33 toothbrushes and 15 tubes 

of toothpaste, 14 deodorants, 12 

bottles of shampoo or conditioner and 

3 large “jugs” of laundry detergent!  

 

 

 

********************************************************* 

In early April nine people attended a meeting of the Outreach Committee, called to make some timely 

donations in the name of the Church of the Good Shepherd; when everyone had a chance to be heard, this is 

what we gave away: 

 

$200 for the Autism Project’s Walk held on April 24th with a designation to Joseph (Maddix)’s Crusaders; 

many families benefit from the programs sponsored by this organization. 

 

$100 for Rhythms of Grace, a ministry of the Episcopal Church, serving the autistic community with a 

specialized worship service held weekly at the Church of the Advent in Coventry. Deacon Mary Ann Mello is a 

part of this ministry and also represented it at the Walk on April 24th. 

 

$200 to the Blessing Way in memory of Kevin Hosey; we have supported this ministry with released prisoners 

for many years but this special gift recognizes Kevin’s work with those in and out of the prison who are battling 

addictions. 

 

$125 to the RI State Council of Churches for their advocacy at the State House on behalf of those whose voice 

is often not heard - the poor and those struggling to make ends meet. Especially we have wanted to support the 

Council’s long fight to reduce the interest charged on what are called pay day loans. 

 

$100 to St. James Church, Woonsocket for a new ministry this summer through ECC --- City Camp 

Woonsocket. This donation was given through the fundraiser sponsored by the Blackstone Valley Deanery of 

the play, Fish Eyes;  that program on Sunday afternoon, April 17th raised over $ 1,500. Wow!  



Where did this money come from? Some parishioners make gifts designated for outreach. A portion of 

fundraisers, such as the Wine and Beer tasting have been designated for outreach. The vestry designated $500 

from the bequest to Good Shepherd from the estate of Bea Minkins for outreach. Of course, we are blessed to 

have the Advent Fund which supports outreach that involves money and hands on work: the Food Closet, Fun 

Friday and our service at the St. George’s Soup Kitchen. 

 

During May we will consider how we can be a part of a special appeal to over 500 RI faith communities in 

support of fundraising efforts for the Station Fire Memorial Park.  If you would like to make a personal 

contribution to this fund, you can make a check out to the Church of the Good Shepherd and put Station 

Memorial on the memo line. One gift will go from the Church of the Good Shepherd to the Diocese of RI but 

each congregation will be remembered with a personalized brick as part of the park’s commemorative entry 

walkway - The Walk of Faith. 

 

This outreach costs nothing extra - save Box Tops for Education to help the librarian at the Winters School put 

books on the shelves. 

 

****************************************************************** 
 

 celebrating their special day in May 

 

1 Kayla Kelliher  2 Claire Eggiman             

2 Freda Luther    10 Melissa Scarpetti      

10 Matthew St. Jean   10 Raymond Whewell   

15 Carter Gentile  17 Dennis Tripodi 

18 Richard Warner   19 Brenda Rubin               

22 Janice Courtemanche  25 Sue Hosey    

29 Gail Cameron Lexnor 30 Helene Risho 

 

 

Happy Anniversary in May to  

       

     Ivy & Edward Wleh on the 13th 

   Jean & Ric Emerson on the 25th 

 Carol and Raymond Keiser on the 26th 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

 

All of the garden plots are now spoken for. Some gardeners are already preparing the soil for planting; we hope 

that when the water is turned on on May 1st that will mean that warmer weather is here to stay. We welcome 

Barbara Levine and Pat Volante who are completing the URI Master Gardener Program by volunteering to 

assist our gardeners. They are on site on Thursdays from 4 - 6 pm. 

 

****************************************************************** 

Looking back: 
 

• Once again our Episcopal Charities campaign was a success!   Very generous Good Shepherd parishioners 

gave over $6,500 to date. A huge thank you from chairs, Gail Lexner, Marie Langlois, and Carol Keiser. (Note: 

in talking with a new gardener, I learned that her son who has a condition on the autism spectrum is making 

great progress at the George N. Hunt Campus School at St. Mary’s Home; he goes from Pawtucket by school 

bus every day. There’s so much that our Episcopal Charities dollars support. CSF)   

 



• It was too cold to have an outside procession on Palm Sunday so “Hallelujah” filled the hallway as the crowd 

made its way to the church ... but the sun did shine on our Easter celebration and the Easter egg hunt enjoyed by 

a large group of eager kids ... then, just in time for our Easter hymns and lessons on April 3rd, it snowed! ... 

through all of this the altar guild spent hours making the church reflect the solemnity and then the joy of this 

most holy season. 

 

• The traditional Palm Sunday Bake Sale raised $ 327.25 to support the various projects of the ECW. Thanks to 

bakers & buyers! Carol Keiser, Claire Eggiman, and Cheryl Scarpetti were the raffle winners of candy either in 

a basket or arranged on a beautiful plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Connor Maddix made his debut as an acolyte on April 3rd, shadowing Karen Tripodi. 

 

 

• April 1st brought lots of families to Fun Friday and prospective gardeners to the garden sign-up. For a while 

the entry was a little crowded but folks sorted themselves out and many went home with free seeds thanks to 

URI and Master Gardener Jeff Faria while the Fun Friday kids went home with Easter treats as well. 

 

• Frank and Roberta Cook sent word that while in FL they had a visit with Charlie and Thayer Caskey, now 

grandparents of two; Charlie was the priest at Good Shepherd in 1980 & 1981. The Cooks are wending their 

way north with golf at Hilton Head on their agenda. But, they do say, “See you soon!” 

 

• “You can’t keep a good woman down”. Carol Keiser had a knee replacement on April 7th and she’s already 

driving! 

 

Coming soon: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Rev. Gillian Barr will be on vacation from May 16th - 23rd and out of cellphone range. Please call Carol 

Keiser for any pastoral emergencies and she will get in touch with neighboring clergy. 

 

 

• Most of us learned little or even nothing in school about Rhode Island and the slave trade. On June 9 at St. 

Luke’s Church, Pawtucket, the Blackstone Deanery will sponsor the film, Traces of the Trade , followed by a 

discussion; this is part of the story of the DeWolf family that includes one Episcopal Bishop of RI. The program 

will begin at 6 pm with a light supper. 

 

 
• Mark your calendar now for the Ordination to the Diaconate of Jim Kelliher (and 2 others) at 10 am on 

Saturday, June 11 at St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket. This is the conclusion of Jim’s long journey to 

ordination and the beginning of his ordained life. Plan now to witness this joyous ceremony. And it’s nearby! 


