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Thoughts while reading Sunday’s Good Shepherd Staff:  

            

What’s so ordinary about “Ordinary Time”?  

 

From Pentecost Sunday (May 15th this year) until the beginning of Advent (Nov. 27th) the church calendar is in 

“Ordinary Time.”  This simply means that we are not in either of the calendar cycles of the feasts and seasons 

celebrating Christ’s birth (Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany) or his death and resurrection (Lent, Holy Week 

and Easter).  Instead we are immersing ourselves in the “ordinary” events of Jesus life and ministry-----and 

ours.   

 

Each of the 3 different years in the Sunday lectionary cycle draws on a different Gospel to tell Jesus’ story; each 

Gospel highlights different dimensions of Jesus’ ministry.  This year we are hearing the Gospel of Luke.  And 

who was Luke? 

 

Luke is actually “volume 1” of a 2-volume work—volume 2 is the Acts of the Apostles. The author tell us his 

purpose at the very beginning: “after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly 

account for you, most excellent Theophilus [lover of God], so that you may know the truth concerning the 

things about which you have been instructed. (Luke 1:2-4)  

 

He is writing to the second generation of Christians, not to first-hand witnesses. The Gospel dates from roughly 

70-100 AD/CE. Luke bases his account on the Gospel of Mark but adds his own material as well.  His 

distinctive emphases include the universality of God’s salvation, the equal importance of women and men, the 

dangers of wealth, God’s kingdom as a banquet, the importance of the Holy Spirit and prayer, and the 

pervasiveness of joy and praise in the Christian life.  As we follow Luke’s account of Jesus’ journeys this 

summer, listen for these themes.   

 

How would you tell the story of your journey with Jesus?  What would its themes be?   

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 



Sunday mornings at the Church of the Good Shepherd: 
 

The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated at 9 am every Sunday in July and August and on September 4th.    
   

A simple coffee hour of crackers and cheese, cookies, cold drinks, and yes, coffee will continue to provide a 

weekly opportunity for relaxing with friends. Do you notice someone sitting alone? Ask if they’d like company 

and get to know someone you see in church but may not even know by name. 
 

We are going to sing hymns and sacred songs every Sunday and Singer’s Choice is your 

opportunity to choose some of those. Give your list to Caryl and if there are special days 

you want to remember with music, don’t be shy about asking.  
 

***************************************************************************** 
 

Continuing events: 
 

The need for food for the Food Closet continues no matter the weather! Suggested items for donation in July 

are peanut butter and/or jelly; no glass jars, please, but certain brands of grape jelly are available in plastic 

and many brands of peanut butter are in unbreakable containers. In August we’ll collect cereal. 
 

Trash & Treasure continues to be open on Wed. and Sat. from 9 am to noon. There’s still an abundance of 

clothing for warm weather and special sales such as the Wed. & Sat. pre-4th of July sale surprise folks and 

bring them back for more! 
 

AA meeting every Saturday at 7 pm. 
 

****************************************************************** 

Special Events this Summer: 
 

• On the evenings of July 13, 14, and 15, Harvest Hope Church of God in Christ will host their Annual 

Conference at Good Shepherd. No other meetings will be scheduled then. 
 

• Over the summer Deacon Mary Ann Mello is gathering a number of volunteers to plan for Sunday School in 

the Fall. All are in the process of completing Safe Church training and together they will create a program that 

will be a special learning experience for the children of Good Shepherd. 
 

• The last day of school in Pawtucket was June 20th; back to school sales will start 

right after July 4th. Crazy!? Yes! But, it is time to show our support for the students 

and teachers at the Winters School across the street with our annual “Tools for 

School” collection which will run through Labor Day.  

What we collected last year is long gone!  

We’ve asked what is needed and were told that there are never enough  

#2 pencils (wood ones or mechanical); 

glue sticks;  

spiral bound notebooks;  

tissues, such as Kleenex  

 



You’ve probably seen the Buick ads with the tag line “not your father’s Buick!” 

Well, schools are not what most of us remember either. 1 + 1 is still 2 (I think) but 

the blackboards have mostly been replaced by white boards for which black & 

colored white board markers are needed. There will be one-to-one chromebooks 

(computers) for the students in 4th and 5th grades at Winters next year and ear buds 

or headphones are necessary for independent learning. Kids are kids - they will use 

lots!  

 

Also needed is copy paper, especially colored copy paper which is used for school to home notices. Donations 

of $$ and other Outreach funds will be put toward that purchase. Often Staples has really good deals on reams 

of white copy paper so that’s another possibility for a donation to this project. 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

 

A (mostly indoor) Yard Sale fundraiser for the parish is planned for Sat. October 1st. Space is available now 

on the stage for donations. What is needed?  Furniture, kitchen items and other household goods, tools, books & 

DVDs, jewelry, hardware, sports equipment, seasonal decor, toys and games, bikes, snow shovels and more - all 

in good enough condition to be sold! Clothing should be given to Trash & Treasure. TVs and electronics such 

as old computers and printers can not be accepted; check your town’s recycling program. 

 

Note: the large plastic toys on the stage now are NOT for sale! They are used by kids during coffee hour and 

are Fun Friday favorites! 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

“Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, 

Where there is sorrow and pain no more, 

Neither sighing, but life everlasting.” 
 

 Mildred Cyganoski died at home on June 18th surrounded by family. Until quite recently 

she came into church on the arm of Bruce and flashed her special smile to all. She always 

headed for “her pew” near the back of the church and that empty space reminds us of her. 

 

On the same day, June 18th, miles away in North Palm Beach, FL James Zora also died. 

He was known for a wide smile and gave years of service to the people of Good 

Shepherd, doing whatever was needed. 

 

The congregation extends its sympathy to the families of Millie and Jim, both of whom lived a few months 

beyond their 91st birthdays. 

 

 “Into paradise may the angels lead you. 

At your coming may the martyrs receive you, and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem.” 
 

***************************************************************************** 
 



 On Saturday, June 11th, the Rev. Gillian Barr, the Rev. Dr. Gardiner Shattuck, Mrs. Susan Hosey and Mr. Leon 

Sibielski presented James William Kelliher to be ordained deacon in a festival Holy Eucharist at St. Paul’s 

Church, Pawtucket. 

 

At the appropriate time Bishop Knisely laid his hands upon the head of Jim Kelliher and 

said these words: 

 

“Therefore, Father, through Jesus Christ your Son, give your Holy Spirit to James; fill 

him with your grace and power and make him a deacon in your Church.” 

 

Deacon’s vestments were then put on Jim by his spouse, Paul Mayben, and by the Rev. 

Susan Carpenter, rector of St. Thomas Church, Greenville where Jim served for a year of 

his training. 

 

Kayla, Christopher and Stephanie Kelliher were the gift bearers of the bread and wine for the Eucharist. 

 

It was a joyous occasion, capping years of preparation by the now deacons: Jim, Grace Jellison Swinsky and 

Edward Dean, Jr. 

 

 

Looking back at June 

 

• The next morning, in keeping with tradition, Jim returned to Good Shepherd to serve as 

the deacon for the regular Sunday parish Eucharist. It was an exciting family reunion ... 

singing some of Jim’s favorite hymns... Jim as the preacher...Fr. Ed Boucher in the 

congregation...gifts of an icon of the Good Shepherd for Jim’s devotions and a gift card 

to Almy’s, supplier of goods to the Episcopal Church...applause, hugs and a cake! 

 

• That same morning there was a parish preview of a Trash & Treasure jewelry sale. Cheryl Scarpetti had 

painstakingly carded earrings and pins and more. After 2 more sale days the profit was $182. The sale will 

continue in the fall. 

 

• Abraphine Ngafaih has begun her acolyte training, learning by shadowing the adult acolytes and doing things 

alone as she’s ready. 

 

• Josfaih Ngafaih, who is now a senior at Shea High School, will be in residence for 6 weeks this summer at 

Rhode Island College as part of the Upward Bound Program.  

 

• Connor Maddix graduated from 5th grade at the Winters School and is moving on to middle school. 

 

• It was not a good month health wise for sisters Helene Risho and Denise Deshenes who were in different 

hospitals at the same time but as this newsletter is being written they are each recuperating at home. 

 



• As you walk by the gardens you can see that things are growing very 

rapidly. There has actually been a strawberry harvest in plot C, genuine 

Pawtucket strawberries! Thanks to the shopping skills of Dennis Tripodi there 

is now a park bench in the garden area to provide a place of rest; thanks also 

to Pat and Barbara, our URI Master Gardeners, for making this suggestion. 

The gardeners are getting accustomed to having time with them on Thursday 

afternoons for questions and advice. 

 

 • We have had one act of vandalism at the gardens when some plants were pulled up. If you are in the area, 

keep your eyes open and ask questions if you see something suspicious.  

    

    

 ************************************************************** 
 

     celebrating their special day in July 

 

  1 Joseph Risho   3 Michael Scarpetti          3 Logan Tripodi  

  5 Elizabeth Cook  17 Janice Bouchard          18 Roberta Cook  

19 Lucas Gilligan  23 Kelley Dwyer               23 Carol Keiser  

        23 Chesney Rose Scarpetti         23 Brady John Scarpetti  

28 Muriel Madigan  31 Morgan Ainley              31 Cheryl Scarpetti 

 

celebrating their special day in August 

 

 1 Jennifer Alarie                3 Clifford Sutton    4 Susanne Stewart  

      7 Bertha Bourgault            7 Sheila Clough         24 Joseph LeFort  

25 Doren James, Jr.           25 Melissa Brailsford   26 Marie Langlois              

28 Richard Emerson 

 

Happy Anniversary in JULY to 

 

20 Philip & Jennifer Alarie   31 Mol & Steven Ainley 

 

Happy Anniversary in AUGUST to 

 

 1 Charles and Kerri Marcotte    8 William & Danielle Cook  

9 Dennis & Karen Tripodi    12 Steven & Kirsten Scarpetti  

17 Vincent Cherico & James Reynolds 23 Maurice & Marie St. Jean  

29 Gail & Jim Lexner    30 Gregory & Melissa Brailsford 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

August 1st marks the beginning of Deacon Mary Ann Mello’s second year at Good Shepherd. Time flies........... 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 



Looking ahead: 

 

• Please welcome Mother Carter, who is part of the musical team of Harvest Hope Church of God in Christ, to 

the piano on Sundays July 24th and 31st while the Frinks are in Vermont.  

 

• Thanks to our small but faithful choir - Ann, Roberta, Frank, Jim, and Dennis - for being willing to make 

creative adjustments throughout the 2015-2016 season so that music could ring out!  We would definitely favor 

a new member or 2 or 3 come September. 

 

• From Trash & Treasure leader Cheryl: “Please be on the lookout for the announcement that sometime after the 

middle of August  assistance with bagging up summer merchandise and putting out fall clothes will be 

needed.” This is a gender neutral job! That means that men and women are needed for this task. 

 

• From the Jr. Warden, Dennis Tripodi: Please bring any building issues that need to be addressed to my 

attention. 

 

• An end of summer/early fall parish supper is being planned. 

 

• Shop in almost any store for Tools for School. 

 

• “Shop at home” and donate to the Fall Yard Sale. Please ask family and neighbors to “shop” as well. 

 

• Holy Eucharist, Sundays at 9 am through September 4th. 

 

****************************************************************** 

From the 4th of July  

    through the political conventions  in July 

 to Election Day, November 8th 

Let us pray for our country: 

               Lord God Almighty,  

you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory,  

to serve you in freedom and in peace: 

Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice 

 and the strength of forbearance,  

that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 


