
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                   October, 2016 

 
 

 

Have you ever tried to read a Bible passage but found it too confusing?  No 

wonder—the Bible isn’t just one book, it’s 66 different books. Each book of 

the Bible was written with a slightly different purpose, to a different 

audience, at a different time. The books of the Bible were written over a 

1,000-year time period.  
 

The authors of each book presumed that the people hearing it read aloud (as would have been how everyone 

encountered it until relatively recently) knew all the background stories and characters.  But in 2016 few of us 

do.  
 

So when we try to understand a passage in the Bible—whether as part of our daily devotions, or especially 

when preparing to read Scripture in worship, or teach a Sunday School lesson, how can we get at least a basic 

understanding?   Here are some suggestions: 
 

• Read from a modern, scholarly-based translation.  That would 

be one of the following; the New Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV), the New English Bible or Revised English Bible (NEB or 

REB), the New Jerusalem Bible (NJB), the Common English Bible 

(CEB), or the New International Version (NIV).   

 

If you don’t have one of these translations at home, until you have an opportunity to buy one you can use the 

Bible Gateway website at www.biblegateway.com to look up any passage in any of a number of different 

translations.  If you want help buying a modern Bible for home study, Gillian or Mary Ann would be glad to 

advise. 
 

Your beloved family bible, if it is the King James Version (KJV), is a wonderful place to keep family memories 

but should not be used for Bible study—while it was the best translation when it was composed in 1611, we 

now know a lot more about how to translate Hebrew and Greek, and English itself has changed in 400 years. 
 

• Consult a basic Bible reference or academic study Bible to learn the background of the particular 

book—when and why it was written and what kind of literature it is—history, poetry, narrative, 

letter/theological treatise, or prophetic writing, etc..   
 

Some Bibles have a brief introduction at the beginning of each book. If yours doesn’t, take a look at the Enter 

the Bible website here http://www.enterthebible.org. If you’d prefer an actual paper book to refer to, the Pocket 

Bible Guide by Linda Grenz is a very good place to start.  We have a few copies for borrowing in the church 

office, or you can order one on Amazon. Another good basic book is The Bible for Dummies.  If you want 

something a bit more advanced, Gillian can advise on buying an academic study edition of the Bible or a 

personal study edition with good notes. 

 

• Read several sections before and after the passage you’re studying, to see where your passage comes in 

the plot of the “story” the author is telling or the argument they are making. 

 



• Look up any names you don’t know, either online or by reading the introductory notes in your Bible. 
 

• If you’re reading a particularly challenging passage, try reading it in a “paraphrase” version such as the 

Good News Bible (GNT or TEV) or The Message.  These versions take some liberties with the text to simplify 

and modernize the language. Both of those are available at http://biblegateway.com.  After you’ve read one of 

those versions and you go back to read the more technically precise translation, it should make more sense.  
 

These are just a few tips to get you started.  If you’d like to know more about how to read the Bible, or what 

Episcopalians believe about how it should be understood and read, just ask Gillian or Mary Ann—it’s one of 

our favorite subjects! 
 

In Christ, 

 
 

*************** 
 

Sunday morning at the Church of the Good Shepherd: 
 

  Choir Rehearsal at 9:30 am 

  Sunday School at 10:00 am beginning in the Jenks Room.  

 The Holy Eucharist at 10 am 
 

Continuing events: 
 

 Trash & Treasure from 9 am -noon every Wed. and Sat.  

 AA meeting at 7 pm every Saturday 
 

Special events in October: 
 

 Saturday, Oct. 1st mostly indoor Yard Sale from 9 - 1  

 Sunday, Oct. 2nd at 3 pm - Blessing of the Animals 

 Friday, Oct. 7th  a new Fun Friday season begins 

 Friday, Oct. 14th at 6 pm -Pasta Dinner 
 

* How can you support the Yard Sale? Tell your friends and neighbors that there are 

some good bargains to be had at this sale including full sets of dishes, odd dishes,  25 

cent toys, jewelry and a variety of chairs. Come and shop and visit and enjoy a cup of 

coffee and a snack or even a hot dog or meatball sandwich for lunch. This is our primary 

fundraiser for 2016.           
 

* There will be a Blessing of the Animals in the Good Shepherd church 

yard at 3 pm on Sunday, October 2nd. Yes, real animals this time! Dogs 

should be on a leash and other family pets in carriers or cages or ? And 

yes, you can bring a photograph if that works best for the companion 

animal you would like to have blessed. 
 

* With thanks to Fr. John & Mary B. Hall we can say with some 

accuracy that this will be the 14th season for Fun Friday. From 

5:30 - 7:30 families from the Winters School are invited for a 

simple supper, some fun with board games and other toys and 

the chance to make a craft or color a seasonal picture. 

Volunteers are needed for a variety of tasks - no particular skills needed but you do need some patience with 

noise and the ability to smile and welcome folks. Set up begins around 5 pm and we are usually headed home 

before 8 pm; many hands make cleanup very speedy! 



Friday, October 14th at 6 pm 

 

                             Come!  

            Invite friends and family! 

 

Delicious Italian fare - 

    Salad 

  Penne pasta with meatballs and sauce 

   Italian bread 

    Italian pastry 

     Beverages 

 

Time for conversation • Music • and a Penny Social 

 

   Adults ~ $ 10.00 ..............................Kids 5 -12 ~ $ 5.00 

 

       Make a reservation and pay at the door. 

        Leave your name and the number of tickets by calling 

              (401) 226-8255 or 862- 2924 

 

   or sign the reservation list at Good Shepherd 

 

More about food.... 

 

It takes a lot of preparation to have Thanksgiving baskets ready for those who need a 

helping hand in providing a feast for their families. Our friends from Harvest Hope 

Church of God in Christ will fill bags of groceries to accompany either turkeys or Stop 

& Shop gift cards funded by the Advent Fund. But, they have to have extra food to fill 

those bags. So beginning on October 9th and continuing all month we’ll collect 

instant potatoes and canned vegetables.   

 

For years Good Shepherd has provided volunteers and funding for the “Soup Kitchen” on Sunday afternoon at 

St. George’s, Central Falls. When the 2016-2017 schedule was sent to us this past June, our assignment 

included 2 holidays and 3 weekends when we were already booked for Fun Friday;  there is a limit to the time 

volunteers can give. But, we worked out an arrangement where St. George’s will provide volunteers and 

through the Advent Fund we are providing the necessary money for the 5 meals that were to be “ours”. This is a 

time of transition for that parish and it is good that we can still support the important work of feeding people. 

 

• Harvest time for the gardens is coming to an end; drought and heat were 

constant companions this year. Yet many gardeners took home the fresh 

produce they hoped for. We are most grateful to the Master Gardeners Barbara 

Levine and Pat Volante who came every week almost all summer long to offer 

their help and along the way pulled a weed or two. Thanks, too, to Master 

Gardener Jeff Faria for his assistance and wise counsel. Next year is already on 

our “radar”. Thanks, too, to Jim Scarpetti for weed pulling and general 

assistance in the garden area.  

 

• Calling all home cooks; if you’ve saved Box Tops for Education over the summer, please 

put them in the container at the back of the church. Bake some brownies, cut the coupon off 

the box, help the librarian at the Winters School buy new books. Everyone wins! 

 

. 



Congratulations to Kelley Dwyer on her appointment as Director of the Lincoln 

Literacy Center.  However, this means that Kelley will no longer be able to 

volunteer in our Trash or Treasure Shop along with her faithful friend, Richard 

Warner.   We wish them well but we will miss them both and thank them for 

their dedicated service.  

 

Congratulations to Connor Maddix for being the winner of the 2016 Mayor’s Choice 

Award in the Annual Photo Contest of the Pawtucket Arts Festival. He received a 

citation from the mayor, a ribbon and a cash gift; his photo along with others will be 

displayed at the Blackstone Valley Visitor’s Center and later in Providence and, 

hopefully at the Church of the Good Shepherd. And, it will be on the cover of the 2017 

City of Pawtucket calendar. 

 

Through a grant won by Camera Werks of Providence, 5th graders in all Pawtucket schools were given 

disposable cameras to use to illustrate the contest theme,“ Pawtucket’s Color Palette”. The cameras were turned 

in for developing and students chose and named their best photos. While anyone could enter the contest, at least 

half the winners this year were students.  

 

****************************************************************** 

Looking back at September: 
 

• After long work days but right on schedule, the renovations and improvements in the church were 

completed in time for the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist to take place in the church at 10 am on Sept. 11th.  
 

There were lots of oo’s and ah’s and since it was still summer like - appreciation for the air-conditioning.  
 

Mother Gillian began her sermon:     “Welcome!   

                  And welcome back! 

 

It is “welcome back” to each of you, even if you’ve been in church every Sunday all summer, because we are 

finally back here in the church itself after six weeks of being “away,” worshiping in the parish hall during the 

renovation.  We were on a wandering journey of sorts.  Not lost, but not at home, either. But now, thanks to the 

hard work of our friends at Houyston’s Remodeling and our Junior Warden, Dennis Tripodi, we are back in the 

church.” 

 

• Meanwhile, it was time to bring Tools for School to a conclusion. First, the Frinks 

drove their station wagon to PaperWorks in Pawtucket to pick up 4 cases of colored copy 

paper for the Winters School and a case for the Fun Friday notices; that old Ford Focus 

rode like a Cadillac to the school where the custodian used a hand truck for load #1.  

 

Then it was over to the church where with Jim Scarpetti’s help all “the tools” were 

loaded; then back to the school and load #2 went inside. We wish we could describe the 

reception we got from the principal - he was so happy! Yes, the things we brought from 

all of you were important but we also brought to them our thanks for the job they do for 

kids every day of the school year. 

 

Here’s as accurate a list as we have: 

        66 boxes of Kleenex   (our goal was 50!) 

      855 pencils and pens              60 colored pencils, a few markers 

      158 glue sticks                     109 spiral notebooks 

     a case of white copy paper and 2 reams as well 

  a few notebooks, pocket folders, composition books,  

      dry erase markers and some sanitizing wipes! 



• September also saw the transformation of the Jenks Room into a special place for our 

Sunday School. It is so attractive! There’s a multicolor rug providing a place for kids to 

sit; there’s a round table for creative activities. Peace flags made by students and teachers 

hang on the wall that was blank. Yes, there are now LEGOs which are a part of the 

curriculum, Building Faith Brick by Brick. It is a very inviting room. If you haven’t 

stopped in yet, please do. 

 

 

 

• Remember.........Due to privacy laws hospitals no longer contact the clergy when a person is in an Emergency 

Room or admitted to the hospital. Our priest-in-charge does want to know this information or any serious illness 

but depends on you to call her; Gillian Barr’s phone number is 401-285-1219.    “You are not bothering me or 

interrupting me. As your priest I want to hear from you.” 

 

 

 ****************************************************************** 
 
   

celebrating their special day in October 

 

 3 Denis Courtemanche         3 Jennifer Dekreon         3 Caryl Frink                

 3 Victoria Payne                   4 Elinor Berry                5 Melba Spencer 

13 Richard George               21 Dana Forget  22 Christina Keiser              

22 Michelle St. Jean           23 Lisa Truesdale          24 Andrew Emerson 

26 Eleanor Digget                27 Colby Ainley 28 Sampson Olayinka          

30 Brianna Chatfield 

 

 

Happy Anniversary on October 16th to 

Ann & Bob Maddix 

 

 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

        

 

 

Shut the door, keep out the devil 

            Shut the door, keep the devil in the night. 

           Shut the door, keep out the devil 

          Light the candle every thing’s all right.  

 

               Come and sing this on Sunday, October 30th! 


