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As Christmas approaches, we remember Christ’s birth by setting up lovely manger scenes in churches and our 

homes. But even if we make them as realistic-looking as possible, with bits of straw and rough wood, they only 

show part of the scene.  

 

They don’t show the larger setting-- how Jesus was born in a time when secular rulers jockeyed for power 

amongst themselves and the rich exploited the poor. It was a time when the people of God were no longer the 

dominant religion or political power in the region, and hadn’t been for some time, and were yearning for 

someone to return them to their previous status and influence.  

 

He came to a world where innocent children were at the mercy of jealous insecure dictators who would stop at 

nothing to solidify their power. God came as a defenseless baby into a very gritty, dark world. God did not look 

away from the darkness, nor wait until things were less chaotic and more ready to receive him; he did not 

choose Rome, the center of culture and power, as his birthplace; he did not choose an esteemed Roman 

noblewoman to be the Mother of God.  

 

In this season of political uncertainty, after a year when headlines have lurched from disaster to tragic death, to 

protest, to yet more disasters, I find great comfort in remembering that the world into which Christ was first 

born was not that different from our own world. As we come to worship in Advent, and on Christmas Eve and 

through the Christmas season, we celebrate that God came into just such a world as ours to touch us in the flesh 

and to launch the final chapter in our redemption. And knowing that, we can continue going forward looking for 

signs of his daily coming among us.   

Come and worship, come and worship. 
 

 
 

*************** 

 

Sunday mornings in Advent 

 Nov. 27, Dec. 4, 11, and 18 

 * Choir Rehearsal at 9:15 a.m. 

 * Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. beginning in the Jenks Room  

 The Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m. 
 

“Blue Christmas: a service of wholeness, healing and light” 

      Thursday, December 15 at 7 pm 



 Christmas Eve  

    Saturday, December 24th 

      6:00 pm   Carol Sing outside 

      6:15 pm   Carol Sing inside 

     6:30 pm  Holy Eucharist 

       Christmas Day 

     Sunday, December 25th 

    10:00 am  Holy Eucharist 

 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 at 10:00 am 

We will celebrate the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus 

(This is our last opportunity to sing Christmas music for a while!) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Note:   There will not be Sunday School or choir 

or choir rehearsal on Dec. 25th or January 1st. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

January 8th is the 1st Sunday after the Epiphany 

9:30 pm Choir rehearsal 

10:00 am Sunday School begins in the Jenks Room 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 

Please note this change. The Christmas Memorial Flower list will be for this year only. Please submit the 

names of deceased loved ones you would like remembered to the parish office by Tuesday morning, 

December 20th for inclusion in the Christmas Eve Staff. There are envelopes on the table in the back of the 

church for names; or you can mail your names to the Church of the Good Shepherd, 490 Broadway, Pawtucket, 

RI 02860. A donation to help pay for the flowers is gladly accepted but not necessary. 

 

 

Despite the mild weather so far, S*N*O*W will come! If that snow comes on a weekend, here’s the policy: If 

there is a parking ban in effect at midnight Saturday night, the Sunday service is canceled. This is true 

even if the ban ends at 6 am Sunday morning because we cannot be sure we will be plowed & shoveled out.  

This policy applies, as well, to Good Shepherd weekday events such as Trash & Treasure and Fun Friday.  

 

****************************************************************** 

Ongoing events 

Trash & Treasure:  Wed. & Sat.  9 am - noon (except Dec. 24th) 

AA meeting every Saturday: 

          12 Step from 5:30-6:30 pm; Sober Sweep from 7 - 8 pm 



 

A service of wholeness, healing and light 

Thursday, December 15, 7:00 pm  

“Comfort, comfort my people, says God.”  

In the midst of the culture’s non-stop emphasis on Christmas merriment, for many the 

seasons of Advent and Christmas are challenging times when we need comfort, not celebration. There are tough 

times when we yearn for consolation. Perhaps we are grieving over the loss of a loved one, struggling with 

illness, or have experienced the loss of a job. We wonder how we will get through the holidays. The suffering 

people who looked for the long-awaited Messiah were given a hope-filled image of God in the writings of 

Isaiah.   
 

This service will give people a chance to voice that need for comfort, to be reassured of God’s 

continual presence, and to light candles as visible prayers for those situations and losses which make the season 

difficult. 
********************************************************* 

 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints 

  where sorrow and pain are no more,  

 neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

Hamilton “Buzz” Rice died on November 19, 2016 at the age of 86; although he had 

called Florida home for many years, he was a lifelong summer resident of Prudence 

Island and through that address he received The Shepherd’s Voice and kept up with 

life at Good Shepherd. He served as a warden and on the vestry here and is 

remembered for his hospital visits to parishioners. In the 1970’s he began the Food 

Pantry that still serves our neighbors.  
 

On November 28th Ronald Rodrigues died at the age of 75; we have been praying for 

him regularly as he has faced serious health issues. He is survived by his wife Joyce 

Collins Rodrigues. An accountant by profession he served Good Shepherd as the 

treasurer for many years - never an easy job; we think it was easier for him to add his 

voice to the choir. Though he and Joyce moved to Bristol, he continued to support Good 

Shepherd and they worshipped here with family at the holidays. Some of our most 

recent memories are of Ron doing his “Christmas shopping” at the silent auction of the 

Wine Tasting. The congregation extends its sympathy to Joyce and to the extended 

Rodrigues, Collins, and Cook families. 

“Into paradise may the angels lead you. 

At your coming may the martyrs receive you, 

and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem.” 

 

********************************************************************* 

On Sunday November 13th our annual giving campaign began with the theme: Living 

Generously.  Senior Warden Frank Cook shared his personal faith journey with the 

congregation and urged his listeners to ponder their own - we shared some laughs, too! 

From the letter he and Mother Gillian wrote to the parish, “Faith is a journey we make 

together, not a solo experience. The annual giving campaign is a time to reflect on the practice of intentional 

giving so that we may live into the generous and abundant life God is calling us to live.” 

 

2017 pledge cards were mailed and are being returned as this newsletter is written and they will be blessed 

throughout Advent.  Additional pledge cards are on the table at the back of the church or from Frank Cook. 



More for December & early January (& beyond) 

 

• Fun Friday continues from 5:30 - 7:30 pm on December 2nd and January 6th.  It may be dark outside but it 

will be colorful inside! 

 

• In December we will collect boxes of cereal for the Food Closet; at Thanksgiving the bins that keep cereal 

from the mice were empty! While we start a new item at the beginning of each month, you can bring something 

in at any time. 

   In January the needed food is pasta and sauce or any tomato product. Please, no glass jars. However, 

Hunt’s makes a spaghetti sauce that comes in a can and plain tomato sauce or other tomato products that folks 

can use to make sauce are just fine. 
 

• The next Vestry meeting will be Wed., December 14th, at 6 pm. 
 

• The Trash or Treasure Shop will be closed on Christmas Eve, Sat., Dec. 24th so that our workers can 

prepare and enjoy their Christmas.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank our dedicated volunteers for all 

their hard work.  We have had a few very busy months.  Many large donations came into the shop to be sorted, 

priced and put out for sale.  We also had to pack away merchandise to make way for the abundance of 

Christmas goods we had acquired. Most days the sales have been brisk with many new faces coming into the 

shop.  None of this could have happened without our "Elves"!  Of course, more help is always welcomed.  

Merry Christmas to all!!!   Cheryl 

 

• Remember the Winters School. Cut these labels off baking mixes, some cereals, Progresso 

soups and other products and put them in the small basket at the back of the church. We 

recently turned over 70 “box tops” and it cost nothing beyond the products we were going to 

buy anyway. 

 

• Due to privacy laws hospitals no longer contact the clergy when a person is in an emergency room or admitted 

to the hospital. Our priest-in-charge does want to know this information but depends on you to call her; Gillian 

Barr’s phone number is 401-285-1219. 

It’s also important to call her if a person is seriously ill at home or when a seriously ill person seems to be 

nearing death or when there is a sudden death.   

****************************************************************** 

 

We celebrate the birth on November 22, 2016 of  

         Katie Grace Marcotte 

    daughter of Kerri and Chuck Marcotte 

   little sister of Zac Marcotte 

granddaughter of Karen & Dennis Tripodi 

   & Pat and Chuck Marcotte 

 

She weighed in at 8 pounds 2 ounces. Mom & baby came home soon after Thanksgiving, but Katie will have to 

return to the hospital in a few months for skull surgery to correct fused plates and give her brain room to grow. 

You will hear her name weekly in the prayers of the people; your prayers are asked for her recovery.  



celebrating their special day in December 

 

  1 Jeremy Ainley            2 Susan Jenson            4 Bruce Cyganoski 

  8 Angelo Gentile           9 Nancy Carroll          13 Maxwell Alarie 

18 Joyce Silvestri          23 Joseph Maddix      24 Clement Bethel         

29 Caroline Tripodi       31 Jessica Olbrych 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to 

Jim & Cheryl Scarpetti on December 4th 

Angelo Gentile & Christina Keiser on December 31st 

 

Happy New Year to everyone reading this newsletter and to your families, near and far.    

Ring in 2017! 

****************************************************************** 

A look back at November: 
 

• It was another slow start at the November Fun Friday but soon the room was buzzing.... pizza ... friends and 

families ...even babies in strollers ... Christmas trees made at one table and turkeys at the other ... a craft 

proclaims Give Thanks for Friends - even skunks!  
 

• Meanwhile Diocesan Convention convened in East Greenwich and those involved with Fun Friday joined in 

on Saturday. Our Diocese is alive! and healthy! and led by a special Bishop!! 
 

• Yes, we appreciate the renovations and improvements in the church but we are thrilled, thrilled, thrilled with 

the railings that now are in place at each of the entrances on Woodbine Street. The snow and the ice will come 

and we don’t have to fear a misstep. 
 

• Nancy Brissette and Caryl Frink, along with four members from Harvest Hope were privileged to receive the 

food  - over 1,500 cans, boxes and packages - collected by the students, teachers & staff of the Winters 

School for our Thanksgiving “baskets” and the Food Closet managed by Harvest Hope Church of God in 

Christ. Photos of the grand procession are posted on the bulletin board and they capture some of the enthusiasm 

of the students as they lugged milk crates full of food. When quiet returned, the six of us began sorting and 

checking each donation; by noon we were out of steam! But, before we left, we joined hands in prayers of 

thanksgiving. 
 

• Mother Gillian had Advent calendars available as gifts to the congregation as Advent began on Nov. 27th. 

There were also some candles for home Advent wreaths. There were enough Advent calendars for her to share 

with Fun Friday families.  
******************************************************************  

 

Holy Eucharist    Christmas Eve ~ 6:30 pm     

Holy Eucharist    Christmas Day ~ 10:00 am 


