
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                          mid January – mid February 2017 

 

 

Almighty and everliving God, 

ruler of all things in heaven and earth, 

hear our prayers for this parish family. 

Strenthen the faithful,  

arouse the careless, 

 and restore the penitent. 

Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 

and brings us all 

 to be of one heart and mind 

within your holy Church; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
************************************************************** 

 

Sunday, January 22nd   
following the 10 am Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

Annual Meeting of the Church of the Good Shepherd 

 The snow date is January 29th. 

 

Why should I come to the Annual Meeting?  This is your parish.   

 

 Come and learn from the many reports covering 2016.   

 Know about the finances of your parish.Vote on a budget for 2017. 

 Choose the lay people who will direct Good Shepherd in 2017. 

   

    These are the nominations: 
      Sr. Warden - Frank Cook                  Jr. Warden - Dennis Tripodi 

      Treasurer - Carol Keiser                     Clerk - Roberta Cook 

 

      Vestry until Jan. 2018:    (Betty Collins, elected last year) 

               Christie Harrison     Janice Johnson 

      Vestry until Jan. 2019:      Ann Maddix,    Joyce Silvestri           Joseph Silvestri 

 

      Diocesan Convention Delegates: Frank Cook & Ann Maddix 

      Diocesan Convention Alternates: Ray Stevenson & Caryl Frink 

 

 Ask questions ... enjoy the company ... good snacks!! 

 



Every Sunday morning at the Church of the Good Shepherd: 

 

Choir Rehearsal at 9:15 am 

Sunday School at 10:00 am  

 The Holy Eucharist at 10 am 

 

This year the season of Epiphany will include the Sundays of January and February, 

beginning with Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River by John and continuing in Matthew’s 

Gospel with many familiar words from Jesus. Come and listen. 

 

****************************************************************** 

Continuing events: 

 

Trash or Treasure is open on Wed. and Sat. from 9 am to noon.  

 

There’s an AA meeting every Saturday at 7 pm 

 

****************************************************************** 

Also on the calendar: 

 

January 18 at 6pm, regular Vestry meeting. 

 

For the Food Closet through January 22nd we are collecting pasta and sauce or tomato products that folks 

can us to make their own sauce; please, no glass jars.  

 

Then look for the box for soup decorated with a large football for 

Souper Bowl Sunday. As this newsletter is being written, Patriots’ 

fans have high hopes for that day, February 5th, and we hope that 

that enthusiasm will be a reminder to bring soup to church. To our 

neighbors, hot soup is a welcome lunch or supper on a cold winter 

day. Jan. 29, Feb. 5 & 12..... Soup! 

 

If the weather cooperates, Feb. 3rd will be a Valentine’s edition of Fun Friday, the first in 3 years!  We were 

snowed out in 2015 & 2016! 

****************************************************************** 
 

From Frank Cook, Senior Warden  

                   & the chairperson of our Living Generously campaign: 

 

It can be difficult for many people to put money and church in the same 

sentence. The theme of Living Generously put this in a different perspective 

and that did resound with our church family. To date $51,541 has been pledged 

toward our goal of $55,000 in pledges; some additional pledges are expected 

and it is never too late to make a pledge. If your circumstances change, a 

pledge can be decreased or even increased. Regular financial support for the 

parish is critical to all that happens at Good Shepherd and at the annual meeting 

we’ll look at the other financial support needed including fundraisers. 

 

Good Shepherd is no different from many parishes of all denominations in that the loss of faithful parishioners 

to death leaves an empty place in a pew where a financial supporter of the parish once sat; these faithful 

members are not being “replaced” by younger members - a hard truth. 



Speaking of money ... a best financial practice is that 2 people count the weekly 

offering ... each Sunday Ray Stevenson and the volunteer for the month adjourn with 

their coffee to the Jenks Room to count and record the offering ... you can help by 

being sure it is clear what your offering is for ...  with checks, use the memo line ... 

with cash and checks see that the correct information is on the pledge envelope ... It is 

not necessary to send empty envelopes; just note what Sundays the payment is for, 

example February 5 & 12 or  the month of February or whatever you intend the 

offering to be for.  

 

Trash or Treasure notes from Cheryl Scarpetti: 

 

We are starting off the new year with a new coat of yellow paint in our main corridor. It is very bright and 

sunny in the cold, dark winter days. Bulletin boards are being hung to display our price lists, sale notifications 

and any other news we wish to announce.   New sink faucets have also been installed so that our kitchen and 

ladies room now has running, hot water! Warm blankets, sheets, curtains and other domestic items 

are back after making way for Christmas merchandise.  Valentine items are also appearing. 

 

Watch for upcoming 1/2 prices sales and bag sales - dates to be determined.  Help is always needed.    A third 

set of hands to place merchandise on the selling floor or hang clothes on clothes hangers are simple tasks that 

anyone could do.  Three hours, once a month, are all that is asked of anyone.  However, we are very grateful for 

those volunteers that work more often... THANK YOU!!...  

 

From the Altar Guild: 

 

2 important calendars for us at Good Shepherd are on the wall outside the door to 

the sacristy - the flower and sanctuary candle “charts” for 2017. Names can 

be added at any time but please step back, take a second look and make sure that 

the name or names that you’ve written can be easily read. The suggested 

donation to the altar guild is $3 for the sanctuary candle and $3 for flowers but a 

donation is not required. You can also make arrangements to have a florist 

deliver flowers but check with the altar guild first for an acceptable delivery time. 

 

 

Can you be in 2 places at once? Vince Cherico doesn’t think so and he has created a white board where 

parishioners can sign up for Sunday assignments. Yes, you can read the lessons and provide goodies for the 

coffee hour but it’s not possible to be the reader and teach Sunday School at the same time. Stay tuned for a 

fuller explanation; this won’t be effective until the current schedules end in late February. We do have a few 

people doing many different “jobs” and more volunteers will make scheduling easier. 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

Looking back at December & early January: 

 

• “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”,  a Blue Christmas service on Dec. 15th, was a time of quiet music, 

candlelight, remembrance, readings and prayer. Whether we were living with loss or just curious about this new 

service, there was something that spoke to each of us and we definitely urge others to come next year;  

 

• While it had rained earlier in the day, the skies were clear on Christmas Eve for the outdoor caroling that 

preceded our Christmas Eve Eucharist. Thanks to all the hands that decorated the church so beautifully. Thanks 

for an abundance of flowers and candles and red ribbons. Thanks to the choir which had practiced so diligently 

to perfect two anthems. There’s nothing quite like the first notes of “O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and 

triumphant” after a thoughtful Advent. 



 

• Christmas Eve worship service is a long tradition but some folks have to work at that time and others do not 

drive in the dark so the Christmas morning service this year was quiet but festive, too; a bonus was “Singer’s 

Choice” for carols. 

 

• New Year’s Day also fell on a Sunday and amidst the joy of that day, Katie Grace Marcotte made her debut at 

Good Shepherd; Mother Gillian offered a special prayer for her which was followed by AMEN and applause.  

 

• A small crowd, including several new families, braved a light snow to spend a few hours at the 

January 6th Fun Friday. Everyone went home with the makings for snowman soup. What is that? a 

fancy bag, an envelope of hot chocolate mix, a Hershey’s kiss, 2 big marshmellows, and a candy 

cane for stirring. Great idea! Try it! 

 

• The weather report was already predicting much more snow for the next day into Sunday and the prediction 

was correct! A parking ban meant the cancellation of Sunday’s service. Remember this policy;   If there is a 

parking ban in effect at midnight Saturday night, the Sunday service is canceled. This is true even if the 

ban ends at 6 am or 9am Sunday morning because we can not be sure we will be plowed & shoveled out.  This 

policy applies, as well, to Good Shepherd weekday events such as Trash & Treasure and Fun Friday.  

 

People of Good Shepherd: 

 

• On December 3rd Shea defeated Moses Brown 33-0 in the Division II Super Bowl at Cranston Stadium; this 

was their first title in 10 years having lost to Moses Brown last year. Congratualations to Senior Josfaih 

Ngafaih who has been a member of the football team throughout his high school career. 

 

• At the December meeting of the Blackstone Valley Deanery the Rev. Gillian Barr was elected as the clergy 

dean; previously elected as the lay dean is Amy Griel from Emmanuel Church, Cumberland.  

 

• Test your Biblical knowledge by spending a few minutes with the LEGO creations of our Sunday School 

students. Kids do have an imaginative perspective on events. 

 

• Cheryl Scarpetti was watching her son put up outdoor Christmas decorations, accompanied by her 3 year old 

grandson when she heard a voice shout. “I can’t stop” and a neighbor’s car backed into her and knocked her 

down! While Cheryl was banged up and had her foot in a boot for a while, she was thankful that her grandson 

was not injured. He, however, was thrilled with the flashing lights and sirens of the emergency vehicles. Yes, 

the decorating did get finished - on another day. 

 

• We knew it would be hard to keep Julia Fitton down for long after she suffered a broken hip. Her relatives 

brought her to T or T on Dec. 28th and she got right back to work, putting things away with an assist from her 

walker. 

 

• 2016 did not end well for Jan and Mike Bouchard because Jan spent many days in the hospital before finally 

having surgery; as this is written she has been moved to a rehab facility. Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

celebrating their special day  

in January 

  2 Joseph Silvestri           11 Zachary Marcotte       14 Ivy Wleh 

15 Gregory Brailsford      18 Jim Frink  19 Abigail Tripodi            

21 Philip Alarie       27 Joyce Rodrigues        28 Cassidy Dekreon               

30 Peter Dekreon 

 

and early in February 

1 Ralph Pelchat                      7 Kathleen Olbrych 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

We’re a little late but we do send best wishes 

 for a Happy and Healthy New Year 2017  

to parishioners and friends of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

The church’s new year began on November 27, 2016, the first Sunday of Advent, giving us the longest Advent 

possible. 

 

Some important church calendar dates to note for 2017: 

March 1st, Ash Wednesday 

April 9th, the Sunday of the Passion, 

also known as Palm Sunday 

April 13th Maundy Thursday 

April 14th, Good Friday 

April 15th, Holy Saturday 

April 16th, Sunday of the Resurrection, Easter 

May 7th, Good Shepherd Sunday 

Sunday, June 4th, Pentecost 

Sunday, November 5th, All Saints’ Celebration 

November 26th, the last Sunday after Pentecost, 

the Feast of Christ the King 

Sunday, December 3rd, Advent begins (shortest Advent season) 

 

“Lord, make us instruments of your peace.” 

****************************************************************** 
 

 


