
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                      late February - March 2017 
 

 

Have you wanted to read the Bible but weren’t sure how to begin? Why not take 

this on as your Lenten discipline instead of or along with “giving something up?” 

Good Shepherd is offering two different small-group experiences to help you. The 

first is focused on gaining basic knowledge about the Bible and ways to read it; the 

second provides a structure for daily reading and prayerful reflection on your own, 

guided by a printed devotional, also supplemented by a weekly gathering for sharing 

and prayer.  

 

1. Exploring Your Bible:  

   Thursdays, March 2nd - April 6th at 7 p.m. 

                                       Good Shepherd Parish Hall 

 

Mother Gillian will give an overview of the story of the Bible and share some concrete methods of how to read 

it for personal devotion or study. This series presumes no knowledge -- at the first session we will discuss how 

to shop for a Bible if you don’t already own one you like to read from. 

 

2. Sacred Space for Lent:  

    Sundays, March 5th - April 9th at 5 p.m. 

    Offered jointly with St. Paul’s, Pawtucket  

        at St. Paul’s, 50 Park Place 

 

Join in daily reading and reflection on your own using Sacred Space for Lent 2017, a 

booklet providing a daily encounter with scripture with a weekly prayer focus. Then 

come together Sundays at 5:00 pm to share our reflections, to pray, and to walk the 

Labyrinth—a time for quiet prayer and encounters with the Divine through sharing 

and meditative walking. Please email or call Mother Gillian Gillian@episcopalri.org 

or 401-285-1219 to reserve one of the copies of the booklet which are already 

ordered, or you can order one yourself on Amazon ($1.75 + s/h each).   

 

In Christ, 

 
 



March 1st 

 

12 noon: Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of ashes and the Holy 

                Eucharist  

 

7 p.m.:   Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of ashes and the Holy 

      Eucharist (with hymns) 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

Sunday morning at the Church of the Good Shepherd: 

 

 Choir Rehearsal at 9:20 a.m. 

 Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. beginning in the Jenks Room 

  The Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m. 

 

Sunday, Feb. 26th is the last Sunday after the Epiphany and the day we say goodbye to “Alleluia” until Easter. 

 

There are 6 Sundays in the season of Lent: March 5, 12, 19, 26 and April 2 and 9; the sixth Sunday April 9th 

in 2017 is the Sunday of the Passion, commonly known as Palm Sunday.  

         “Keep, O keep us, Savior dear, ever constant by thy side; 

  That with thee we may appear at the eternal Eastertide.” 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

Deacon Mary Ann Mello will be on medical leave until the end of April related 

to some routine surgery. She thanks everybody for all their kind words and 

prayers. Mother Gillian will be keeping the parish updated and Mary Ann says 

that Good Shepherd will also be in her prayers for the congregation to have a 

peaceful Lent and a glorious Easter! Mary Ann’s daughter Aimee will be 

staying with her so she will be well-provided for in terms of food, shopping, etc.  

 

You can bring or mail cards to the church for Gillian to deliver, or you can mail 

them directly to The Rev. Mary Ann Mello at 125 Providence Street, Unit S404, 

West Warwick, RI  02893-2564. 

 

****************************************************************** 

Ongoing events: 

 

Trash or Treasure is open on Wed. and Sat. from 9 a.m. to noon.  

There’s an AA meeting every Saturday at 7 p.m. 

****************************************************************** 

 



Also on the parish calendar for March: 

 

• Thursdays, March 2, 9, 16. 23, & 30 at 7 p.m.  Exploring your Bible 

 

• March 3rd from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Fun Friday, lions, lambs & more! 

 

• Sunday, March 5th and through the month we will collect peanut butter in plastic jars and cans of tuna fish 

for the Food Closet. 

 

• Wed., March 15 at 6 p.m., Vestry Meeting 

 

• March also means it’s time for the seasonal clothing change at Trash or Treasure: 

 

Throughout February,     1/2 price winter clothing sale   

March 1 - 18.       $ 3 and $ 5 Bag sale of winter clothes      

March 18th, late morning        Bagging up what’s left to give away! 

 

Monday March 21, starting at 9 a.m. &  

Tuesday, March 22, same time --- 

            Re-stock the selling floor with spring clothing. 

   

If you can take clothes off hangers and put them  

on hangers, you are needed Mar. 18 - 22!  

 

****************************************************************** 
 

During Lent we often gather things that will help others. When asked what we could collect for the Pawtucket 

Soup Kitchen this Lent, the director, Adrienne Marchetti immediately told Ray Stephenson - socks, white crew 

socks. “People don’t have socks”.  And folks also need basic toiletries. Because of the screw up in state’s new 

UHIP computer system, more people are turning for help to this local institution.  

 

Go, PawSox! Go, Red Sox! 

We’re collecting white socks! 

*white crew socks for men and women* 

and basic toiletries 

toothpaste & toothbrushes; soap; deodorant 

shampoo; combs; men’s razors and shaving cream 

 

 



****************************************************************** 

 

 “Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, 

  Where there is sorrow and pain no more,  

  Neither sighing, but life everlasting.” 

 

The congregation extends its sympathy to Mike Bouchard on the death 

of his wife Janice on January 22, 2017 after a long and debilitating 

illness; a full church gave testament to Jan’s warm relationship with 

each person there. These lines from one of her favorite hymns were sung 

at her funeral: 

“O Jesus, you have looked into my eyes; 

Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name.” 

 

and, we can imagine Jan smiling back! 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

While our corridor walls at Trash or Treasure are bright and sunny, the inclement weather outside caused the 

shop to close early or close entirely on two occasions.   

 

We also closed on Saturday, Jan. 28th so that our staff could attend the funeral of our fellow 

worker and friend, Janice Bouchard.  Jan's duties mostly included hanging clothes and 

putting merchandise out on the selling floor.  Her pleasant manner made her a natural at 

socializing with fellow workers and customers.  Even when illness prevented her from 

working, Jan would occasionally come in just to visit with friends.   We are thankful for her 

support and friendship.  She will truly be missed. 

                                                         Cheryl Scarpetti 

 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

Episcopal Charities 2017 

 

“Love each other 

Just as I have loved you, 

so you must love each other.” 

 

The 2017 Episcopal Charities campaign is getting under way! Materials are being printed, speakers are being 

identified for Speaker Sundays. Look for the poster. Come and hear a speaker; there’s always something to 

learn about this important work of the Diocese of RI. Offer your support. Carol Keiser and Gail Lexnor will 

chair the campaign at Good Shepherd. 

 

****************************************************************** 



More work of the Diocese of RI -  

Good to know about, even if you are not attending!  

• Center for Reconciliation Open House 

   Thursday, March 16        5 p.m.--7 p.m. 

 

The Center for Reconciliation (CFR) is hosting an open house for anyone interested in learning more about this 

work. Come take a tour of the Cathedral of St. John and hear about the plans for Phase I of the renovations, and 

also learn about the many programs the CFR is already hosting in our community. Our last Diocesan 

Convention affirmed our commitment to racial reconciliation. 

 

• But We've Never Done It that Way Before 

  Understanding generational differences in our churches 

   Learn & Lead 2017,      Saturday March 18th  
 

There have always been generational difference! “O, Ma, that is so old fashioned!”  But, they do seem to be 

larger these days and this will be a time to gain information and insight into how to bridge them in our 

congregations, our workplaces, and our families so that no one is left out unintentionally. 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

                 
 

The TV weather forecasters keep tempering their news of 60 degree days in February (as we write) with 

reminders of St. Patrick’s Day snow and the April Fools Day blizzard. but, spring will come  and it will be time 

to wake up the plots of the Ken Lagerquist Memorial Community Gardens.  

 

Are you interested in a plot? 

Do you have a neighbor who would like to garden? 

 

While the growing season in New England is considered by many to be short, it does require a commitment 

from May into October; for the 2017 growing season we are asking all potential gardeners to consider that 

carefully before signing up. 

 

At this time we are taking names and we will let you know about sign up; we have found that combining it with 

Fun Friday really does not work. The Master Gardeners would like to provide more assistance before planting 

takes place. So, if you or a neighbor are interested, let Caryl Frink know. 231-0412, carylfrink@cox.net, or in 

person on a Sunday morning. 



****************************************************************** 

 

to all those celebrating their special day  

in the later part of February: 

19 Frank Cook                24 Abraphine Ngafaih  

 

and in March: 

 2 Denise Deschenes        7 Christie Harrison          8 Alyssa Cameron                

15 David Olbrych           19 Evan Harrison         22 Edward Wleh 

24 Betty Collins              24 Sandra Ustas         25 Connor Maddix                 

26 Bob Maddix     27 Comfort Montgomery           30 Marie St. Jean 

 

 

 

on March 2nd 

  to Frank & Roberta Cook 

 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

Around the parish: 

 

• On Friday, February 17th, Katie Grace Marcotte, almost 3 months old did have skull 

surgery to correct fused plates and give her brain room to grow. Her surgeon is pleased 

with the outcome. She came home the day after and we look for her return to Good 

Shepherd. She will wear a helmet for a while, but we don’t think it will be a New 

England Patriots’ helmet. On the other hand........... 

 

 

• The Super Bowl was certainly a heart stopper for Patriots’ fans! What a finish! We are thrilled to announce 

another wonderful finish; we collected 105 cans of soup through our Souper Bowl challenge. 

 

 

• “We’ve never done it that way!” But, we did! Vince Cherico created a white board 

for members of the congregation to sign up for many, many “jobs” that need to be 

filled on a Sunday Morning. And people signed up! People who had never signed 

up before, signed up!! He has now turned that into a printed schedule covering the 

next few months which is posted and has been given out. Thank you, Vince. 

 

 

• Remember that the last day of winter does not always match the calendar date. A 

parking ban at midnight Saturday cancels the Sunday service even when it’s supposed 

to be spring! 

 

****************************************************************** 



As advertised, the Annual Meeting of the Church of the Good Shepherd was called to order at 11:13 a.m. on 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 by the Rev. Gillian Barr substituting for Frank Cook, Senior Warden, who was the 

victim of a “winter bug”.  

 

Some highlights of a positive hour: 

 

• Thanks to Vin Cherico and Ray Stephenson for completing their terms of service on the vestry; each was 

given an icon of Christ, the Good Shepherd. 

 

• Loud applause for Treasurer Carol Keiser who made the finances of the parish understandable to all. 

 

• Currently there will be need for $6,287.53 to be raised via a fund raiser or two so that we can pay our bills! 

 

• 2018 will be the 150th anniversary of the forming of the congregation of the Church of the Good Shepherd, 

not this building, time for a party 

 

• A gift from the estate of Ron Rodrigues was announced - more about this in the April Newsletter 

 

• Trash or Treasure is now 40 years old! Yes, to selling goods but a louder yes to welcoming our neighbors and 

listening to their stories. 

Thanks to Cheryl, to Laura Bennett and all the volunteers. 

 

• The Rev. Gillian Barr spoke about the progress at Good Shepherd in having leaders complete the required 

Safe Church training. And, we have made great strides in complying with the requirements of the Diocese of 

RI for handling $$; there are 27 required items and another 18 recommended best practices. 

 

• The life of the parish during 2016 is recorded in many printed reports; there are still some copies in the 

office. Free. 

 

This is your parish. If you have questions or concerns, speak to one of the lay leaders: 

Sr. Warden: Frank Cook Jr. Warden: Dennis Tripodi 

Treasurer: Carol Keiser  Clerk: Roberta Cook 

Vestry thru Jan. 2018:  

         Betty Collins, Janice Johnson, Christie Harrison 

Vestry thru Jan. 2019: 

        Ann Maddix, Joe Silvestri, Joyce Silvestri 

Delegate to Diocesan Convention: 

        Frank Cook & Ann Maddix 

  alternates: Caryl Frink & Ray Stephenson 

****************************************************************** 

 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 1st 

     


