
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                 April 2017 ~ Lent, Holy Week & Easter 
 

 

Can you summarize the entire Bible and every person’s Christian spiritual life, all in less than 100 words? 

 

-- We, the people of God, lose our freedom and are enslaved to sin in some form. 

-- God hears our cry. 

-- God liberates us, and promises to bring us into a new, better place. 

-- We give thanks. 

-- In gratitude, we embark on a journey of learning 

    and, with God’s help and companionship changing our lives,  

    so that we can be the people God wants us to be. 

-- God brings us to the new life and place God promised us. 

  

This is the summary I shared with the group which has been gathering on Wednesdays during Lent to become 

more familiar with the Bible. It is the fundamental story of God and God’s people.   

 

We first see this pattern when God liberates the people from Egypt and leads them into the Promised Land. 

Then the pattern repeats as the people of Israel are carried into exile in Babylon, and then freed and led back to 

Jerusalem.  And of course, it is the story of Jesus liberating each of us individually and collectively through his 

life, death, resurrection, and the gift of the Spirit. 

 

Lent is the season when we focus on the desert journey, where we learn more about what it means to live in a 

way which reflects God’s values, and what our redemption costs God. Lent culminates in Holy Week, and Holy 

Week culminates in the Easter Vigil.   

 

At the Easter Vigil we hear several stories from scripture, but fundamentally they retell this same story—in a 

drama that extends from the Garden of Eden to the Garden of Gethsemane and the garden around the empty 

tomb.   

 

By coming to worship in Lent and Holy Week, and at the Easter Vigil, we place ourselves into this story, so that 

we might recognize where God is calling us into freedom and new life from captivity and death. 

 

Come and join your story to this Story! 
 

 
 



Come and join your story to this Story! 

 

 

10 am, Sunday, April 9th, The Sunday of the Passion: 

                     Palm Sunday 

 from “Sing Hosanna, Sing Hosanna,  

           Sing Hosanna to the King of Kings” 

 

            to    “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” 

7 pm, Thursday, April 13th, Maundy Thursday liturgy 

7 pm, Friday, April 14th, Good Friday liturgy 

7 pm, Saturday, April 15th, The Great Vigil of Easter 

        Easter! April 16th 

      10 am, Holy Eucharist 

“Jesus Christ is risen today!” 

______________________________________ 

 
   Easter Breakfast from 8:30 am to 9:30 am 

 

   Easter Egg Hunt for children after the 10 am service 

 

   Please bring an empty basket or pail if you can. 

   There is no Sunday School on Easter.  

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

10 am Sunday, April 23rd  

As part of the Holy Eucharist there will be a special 

service of Easter lessons and hymns ... hear the stories 

of the many resurrection appearances of Jesus ... sing 

favorite Easter hymns ... enjoy the beauty of the church 

building adorned with Easter lilies. Easter is not over! 

 

No Sunday School this day - resumes on April 30th. 

No choir rehearsal this day - resumes on April 30th. 

 

 

******************************************************************************* 

 



Ongoing events: 

 

Trash or Treasure is open on Wed. and Sat. from 9 a.m. to noon.  

There’s an AA meeting every Saturday at 7 p.m. 

****************************************************************** 

 

Also on the calendar for April: 

 

There is always a need for cereal in the Food Closet ... good for breakfast, lunch or supper! ... Please bring a 

box to church on any Sunday in April. 

 

Fun Friday, April 7th from 5:30 - 7:30. The season is winding down but new 

families still come to see what this is all about. Games, games, games without 

batteries! Turn a white lunch bag into an Easter basket and the bunny may add 

some goodies! Love those desserts! 

 

Wednesday, April 26 at 6 pm - Vestry meeting 

****************************************************************** 

In the report of the Annual Meeting in the last newsletter, there was a brief note about a bequest to the parish 

and that more information would be coming. 

 

From Frank Cook, Senior Warden: 

 

 “My brother-in-law, Ronald J. Rodrigues, died on November 28, 2016; he 

married Roberta’s sister Joyce Collins at Good Shepherd on April 25, 1970. Ron 

became a member of Good Shepherd and served on the vestry and as the 

Treasurer for many years; he opened his accounting business in East 

Providence. As good as he was with figures, he also loved to sing and was a 

faithful member of the choir. 

 

When Ron and Joyce moved to Bristol and became members of St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, they stayed in 

touch with Good Shepherd by continuing to pledge to the every member canvas, Episcopal Charities and other 

fund raisers and by worshiping here on special occasions. In his memory and in recognition of his love for Good 

Shepherd, Joyce has contributed $10,000.00 to our parish. 

 

The vestry voted to finance a number of church maintenance projects with the generous gift from Joyce.” 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

From the Editor for anyone wondering about “wardens” - we are not a prison but a Church with English roots. 

The Senior Warden traditionally is the principal liaison between the parish and the parish clergy and the Junior 

Warden is traditionally responsible for seeing to the upkeep of the parish buildings and grounds. 

 



From the Jr. Warden, Dennis Tripodi at the March 22, 2017 vestry meeting: 

              “We hope to use insurance money to: 

• Repair all existing storm damage 

• Sand, scrape and paint all exterior windows 

• Repair & paint walls and ceiling in the parish hall 

• Repair men’s room floor & replace existing toilet 

• Repair vinyl border in ladies’ room 

• Repair roof if needed 

• Install new exit lighting on Woodbine St. exit 

• Buy a new stove.” 

 

****************************************************************** 

Donations in any amount are now being received by the Altar Guild for 

Easter flowers. There are envelopes in the back of the church or checks 

(payable to the Church of the Good Shepherd with Easter flowers in the 

memo line) can be mailed to the church. If you wish to add names to the 

memorial list created for Christmas 2016, please see that those names are in 

the office no later than Sunday, April 9th. A donation is never required for 

names on the memorial list. 

****************************************************************** 

A sincere thank you to the MEN and women who helped in the transition of seasonal merchandise in Trash or 

Treasure.  On the day we bagged up the clothing, we had almost as many men helping as women (6 women + 5 

men).  It certainly was a blessing having those strong men lift those very heavy bags as winter clothing is 

bulkier and heavier than summer clothing.  On the following Monday and Tuesday we had seven women 

placing spring merchandise out on the selling floor.  No men??? I guess they are better at hauling out the trash 

rather than bringing it in (Oops! I mean the treasures)!!! Light, airy clothing is now available in the shop.  

Hopefully the weather will follow suit!!!!  Cheryl 
 

From all those workers: Thank you to super organized Cheryl for your leadership and to Laura Bennett for 

super sorting skills. 

****************************************************************** 

Have you noticed the 2017 Episcopal Charities campaign poster on the bulletin board and the sign that says, 

“Coming soon to a church near you’? 

That church would be every Episcopal Church in RI, including Good Shepherd. The 

untimely death of long time Charities director, Peggy Amatore, has meant change for 

the campaign but not for the need; soon we will have Episcopal Charities Sunday 

complete with a special speaker and the opportunity for everyone to make a pledge or 

offering. 100% of each gift will go directly to support people in need. 

Need has countless faces - young faces engaged in City Camp, older faces enjoying a 

hot meal at the Pawtucket Soup Kitchen, worn faces learning English at the Genesis 

Center, each face with a story to share.  

      “Love each other. Just as I have loved you,  

             so you must also love each other.”          John 13:34 

****************************************************************** 



Nine parishioners met on Sunday, Feb. 26th as the Outreach Committee. We reviewed our ongoing work at 

Fun Friday and considered how to support the Sunday meal at St. George’s, Central Falls for the 2017 - 2018 

season. We agreed to make the following donations in the name of the Church of the Good Shepherd: 

 $250 to Episcopal Relief & Development for US disasters 

 $200 to the RI Good Neighbor Energy Fund 

 $125 to the RI State Council of Churches as they advocate for the poor during this legislative session 

 $100 to the Autism Project to be given at the time of their walk in April 

With Ash Wednesday right around the corner, we also agreed to center our Lenten project on the Pawtucket 

Soup Kitchen where there is a great need for white crew socks and basic toiletries.     
 

****************************************************************** 

Slowly winter is loosening its grip on New England weather and we can hardly wait 

to be outside, to sit in the sun and to see and smell the flowers. We live in troubling 

times for the environment plus too hot, too cold, too much rain, too little rain, etc. 

Through it all we sing, 
 

      “All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small. 

        All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.” 
 

****************************************************************** 

           Annmarie Bernadette Jutras 

  born March 18, 2017,  

        weighing 6 lbs., 11 ounces 

 daughter of Kelly and John Jutras 

The announcement at Good Shepherd the next day was greeted with loud applause 

and a shout or two! 

We look forward to meeting Annmarie and her parents soon. 
 

****************************************************************** 
 

Happy Birthday 

to all those celebrating their special day in April: 

3 Gloria Garnett  4 Anthony Dekargai                   8 Esther Anderson           

12 Julia Fitton *    16 Christopher Ustas                 18 Christine Sipes 

20 Maurice St. Jean     23 Alexander Keniston             25 Vincent Cherico, Jr.             

29 Josfaih Ngafaih  30 Kerri Marcotte 

 

Happy Anniversary in April: 

24 Richard & Cynthia Keniston  

28 Joseph & Joyce Silvestri 
 

You will notice a * by Julia Fitton’s name above. She is a longtime volunteer at Trash & Treasure who has 

recently moved from Burns Manor to a nursing home. (unhappily)  On April 12th she will be 90 years old and 

we’d like to shower her with cards. Even if you don’t know her, we invite you to sign a card with your first 

name and the Church of the Good Shepherd and send it to her. 

Ms. Julia Fitton, Pawtucket Skilled Nursing, 70 Gill Ave., Pawtucket, RI 02861 



Around the parish ... 

 

• Not only is Josfaih Ngafaih celebrating his birthday in April, he is celebrating a number of college 

acceptances. He expects to attend URI in the Talent Development program. We’ve watched him grow up and 

we wish him the very best in the years ahead. 

 

• Chesney Scarpetti recently danced with a group from Kats Dance at The Heavenly Gingers Variety Show at 

Twin Rivers to benefit the Keri Anne O' Nowell Memorial Fund and Jessie's Dream. Keri and Jessie died at a 

young age and this annual show provides scholarships for the arts in their memory. 

 

• The pink helmet of Katie Marcotte now proclaims Katie in bold letters, surrounded by decorations. She smiles 

and so do we! 

 

• We miss you Deacon Mary Ann and we look forward to your return. 

 

• The vestry recently approved an Advent Fund grant for $1,800 for the Pawtucket Soup Kitchen. They 

provide breakfast and dinner Monday -Friday and brunch on Saturday - 11 meals every week to those in need. 

 

• Have you seen the 2017 edition of RISEN starring the Church of the Good Shepherd? On page 15 there is an 

article about this parish and the Henry J Winters School - this parish and the food closet run by Harvest Hope 

Church of God In Christ and the collaboration of all three! And on page 28 the Community Gardens of Good 

Shepherd are featured along with the gardens at St. Mary’s, Portsmouth. We may be a small parish but that does 

not get in the way of of doing good works! 

 

• It takes an active imagination to see green beans and tomatoes where there’s now cold slushy mud and leftover 

weeds! But, gardeners are signing up now for the growing season to come. However, there may be a plot or 

two open. Spread the word to your neighbors that we are taking names. 

 

Two things will be new this year. The Master Gardeners will plant and care for a demonstration garden, the 

produce given to the Food Closet. This will be an example of what can be grown in a small plot that is clearly 

not a farm! And there will be a monthly Saturday gathering of gardeners to work with the Master Gardeners; 

that work will include an educational piece. Any member of the parish who has a home garden is welcome to 

come and learn; dates will be published in this newsletter and in the weekly Staff.  

•   A reminder: we will continue to collect white crew socks and basic toiletries for the Pawtucket Soup 

Kitchen through Easter. 

 

• A blessed and happy Easter to all. 

     


