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On Sunday November 26, Bishop Nicholas Knisely will make his official 

visitation to Good Shepherd, which he does every two years.  He will be the 

celebrant and preacher in the service and also will confirm and receive several 

people into the Episcopal Church. A bishop’s visitation is one of the most 

important days in the life of a parish.  I hope to see the whole Good Shepherd 

family on that day!   

 

 • What is a bishop? 

 • What is confirmation/reception/reaffirmation? 

 • What else happens when the bishop visits? 

 

What is a bishop? 

 

Bishops are one of the three orders of ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church, the other two being priests 

and deacons.  Through the laying on of a bishop’s hands in ordination services, all ordained ministers in the 

Episcopal Church can trace their historic succession back to the earliest years of Christianity.  

 

“Besides having the authority to ordain, and thereby ensure that continuity of order, bishops also are known as 

the guardians of the faith and living symbols of the unity of the Church. The unique place of bishops in our 

system should not be underestimated. Without them, and the diocesan structure they oversee, we would be no 

more than individual congregations. By being part of a larger whole, and one that is marked by geography and 

not affinity of opinion, bishops’ flocks are a sign to the world of the power of the gospel.  

 

Our communion is based not on agreement—as Jesus would say, even the Gentiles can do that!—but on grace 

and graciousness. As the Apostle Paul said in Galatians 3:28, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no longer male nor female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Bishops 

represent this unity and universality of the Church, which is why they alone can ordain, consecrate church 

buildings, and confirm or receive lay people.” (Markham, Episcopal Questions, Episcopal Answers.) 

 

What is confirmation/reception and who needs it? 

 

The Prayer Book states, “In the course of their Christian development, those baptized at an early age are 

expected, when they are ready and have been duly prepared, to make a mature public affirmation of their faith 

and commitment to the responsibilities of their Baptism.” In other words, confirmation or reception is expected 

of all adult Episcopalians. 



The bishop, as the visible representation of the church universal, lays hands upon each confirmand and says a 

prayer asking the Holy Spirit to strengthen and empower the person for continued service as a Christian. Those 

who have already been confirmed in another similar tradition, or who have made a truly adult public profession 

of faith in a different tradition, are instead “recognized” by the bishop as members of the “one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church” and “received in the fellowship of this Communion.” 

Whether one is confirmed or received, this is not re-baptizing, but rather a call to mission and ministry as 

mature followers of Christ, recalling the Great Commission, when Jesus called his companions to go and “make 

disciples,” not simply add new members to the rolls. 

 

What else happens when the bishop visits? 

 

The bishop usually makes a few remarks at coffee hour and takes questions.  More importantly to his role as a 

bishop, he also meets with the vestry and clergy of the parish privately. In this meeting, he reviews the official 

record books of parish membership and worship services, and then holds a serious discussion with the vestry 

and clergy about the state of the parish and their goals and concerns, and shares his own thoughts. 

 

 (The answers to the first two questions are adapted from Markham, Ian S.. Episcopal Questions, Episcopal Answers: Exploring 

Christian Faith Church Publishing Inc., 2014) 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

Eastern Standard Time begins in the wee hours of Sunday, Nov. 5th so be sure to 

set your clock back an hour (Fall back) before you go to bed so you’ll have 

extra rest before coming to church! 
 

 

Sunday morning at the Church of the Good Shepherd: 

 Choir Rehearsal at 9:15 am 

 Sunday School at 10:00 am beginning in the Jenks Room 

 The Holy Eucharist at 10 am 
 

Sunday, November 5th - we will celebrate All Saints Day, remembering the procession of saints through the 

centuries. This is also a traditional time to remember those we love who have died; a memorial list will be 

printed in the weekly Staff and the side altar will become an altar of remembrance covered with photos. So 

there is room for everyone’s photos, you are asked to be moderate in the size and number of photos you bring.  
 

Sunday, November 12th - Sing for peace in the world. 

Sunday, November 19th - Return your 2018 pledge card. 

Sunday, November 26th - Welcome Bishop Knisely. 



Continuing events: 

Trash or Treasure - Wed. and Sat. from 9 am to noon.  

AA meeting every Saturday at 7 pm. 

The regular Vestry Meeting will be on Sun., Nov. 18th at noon. 

****************************************************************** 

                  
Through Sunday, November 19th we’ll continue to collect food for the “baskets” that will be given to our 

neighbors in need on Tuesday, November 21st along with turkeys (as available) or Stop & Shop gift cards. 

Harvest Hope and Good Shepherd have been collecting extra food; we’ve been asking for veggies including 

instant potatoes and those are still needed but we’re now also asking for stuffing mix, cranberry sauce and 

gravy mix.  As always, no glass containers, please. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

At 6:30 pm on Wednesday, November 22nd  

there will be a Thanksgiving Eve celebration of  

the Holy Communion with seasonal music. 

   “Come, ye thankful people, come ...” 

 

 

Fund Raising, Fun Raising - Saturday, October 21st was 

both for Good Shepherd parishioners and friends gathered at 

Twelve Acres in Smithfield for an evening of wine and beer 

tasting and opportunities to bid on special items… A taste of 

Pawtucket included 3 different restaurant gift cards … 

golfers could vie to play from Jamestown to Lincoln … Snowman ? basket … for warm weather - passes to 

Water Wizz …  lots of back and forth, raising bids by $5 here or $10 there. Meanwhile Cheryl Scarpetti and 

Mary Tengbeh were selling raffle tickets for a variety of items and Sue Hosey was encouraging folks to try their 

luck with the 50/50 raffle! Did you try this wine? Very good! What did you think of that beer? Sometimes just a 

sip is all the taste you need!! Meanwhile an assortment of delicious bites were constantly being passed. And 

Edible Arrangements offered fruit specialties. Yummy! Fund Raiser, Fun Raiser!  

 

 



This didn’t just happen! Dennis and Karen Tripodi & Joe and Joyce Silvestri were the event chairpersons, 

giving hours of hard work along with Carol Keiser who was the Auction Chairperson and Mike Bouchard who 

not only prepared the Auction Booklet but handled so many details that go into a successful event. Thanks to all 

of them. And thanks to everyone who worked that night, welcoming people, pouring wine and beer and, yes - 

counting money! The final total raised was over $ 9,000. 
 

Thanks also to McLaughlin & Moran of Cranston for donating beers for tasting and to Federal Hill Wine and 

Spirits in Providence for the wines we tasted. And thanks to every individual and organization that made a 

donation of a basket or a gift certificate or tickets or a special item for the raffle or the silent auction. There 

were many happy winners including Mother Gillian who said she put all her tickets into one “basket” and went 

home with a portable gas grill. The winner of the 50/50 raffle went home a little more than $500 richer and so 

did Good Shepherd. Twelve Acres was a winner for their hospitality that so impressed one person who attended 

that they intend to book a family event there. 
 

All of this supports the outreach of Good Shepherd in one way or another: “directly through funding for our 

outreach budget or by supporting the operating expenses of the parish which ensures we have safe and 

functional facilities to host and publicize many outreach ministries and the Christ centered worship which 

inspires them” (quoted from the event booklet). 
 

One donation that is regularly made in the name of the Church of the Good Shepherd is to the Good Neighbor 

Energy Fund which provides heating assistance; this newsletter is being written on the 3rd day of a power 

outage for the Frinks and a lot of other people in RI and our house is really cold, a reminder of what many of 

our neighbors face when they can’t afford enough heat. Most of us get yellow envelopes from National Grid 

during the winter months - every dollar helps. 
 

****************************************************************** 

This really isn’t the money edition of The Shepherd’s Voice but it may seem like it.  
 

November is the time for our Every Member Canvas, a time of emphasis on our stewardship of the 3 T’s as 

Frank Cook mentioned on October 29th: “Time, Talent, Treasure”.  The gift of time & talent is seen in the 

work of the Altar Guild, heard in the sound of the choir, essential to the operation of Trash or Treasure, not seen 

in the work of the Sunday school teachers and on and on. No gifts of time & talent = no Good Shepherd! 
 

The gift of treasure includes a pledge of money for the operation of the Church of 

Good Shepherd including our support of the Episcopal Church beyond our corner of 

Broadway. Every annual meeting includes a detailed presentation on the finances of 

the parish.  
 

Thanks to those who have gone before us, we have some endowment income. Trash or Treasure gives 

generously to the parish operating budget. There are fund raisers.  

But, as Frank Cook said in his talk with the parish on October 29th, current pledges are the bulk of the financial 

support for our parish and now is the time to pledge your support for 2018.  A pledge is just that and can be 

changed up or down if your circumstances change.  
 

Letters will be mailed shortly and pledges will be received on Sunday, November 19th. On that day we will 

sing, “Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God in the highest, Hosanna and Praise.”  

 

Thanksgiving. Stewardship of God’s gifts to us. Time, talent, treasure. 



Trash or Treasure has its ebbs and flows.  Some days we have donations piled up waiting to be processed 

while a line of customers are at the register.  Other days we are waiting for donations and customers to come in.  

While we find other tasks to do, busy is always better.  The merchandise is always unpredictable as well... some 

really nice things and sometimes things we are not even sure as to what they are! (example.... braces that hold 

electrical wires on the top of telephone poles????  used in an office as a decoration... who knew?) 
 

Christmas items will soon be appearing on our shelves. We really do not like putting it out 

before Thanksgiving but customers are already asking for it and we don't have to tell you 

about what's already out in the stores.  So send in your unwanted Christmas items as soon as 

possible and come in about the middle of November to do your own Christmas shopping.  

The early bird gets the worm!   

 

Thanks,   Cheryl 
 

Looking back at October: 
 

• On October 1st we celebrated the 90th birthday of Elinor Berry with cake and song and the wonderful 

dancing stuffed animal that appears on significant birthdays. There was an ice cream cake, too, for the 80th 

birthday of Caryl Frink. Time flies... 
 

• We never know how many families will come to Fun Friday, but we began with a smaller than usual October 

gathering. However, face painting was a big hit and just about everyone made a pumpkin from the donated jars; 

when the battery candles were added - bright faces. Thanks to new volunteers - please come back: Nov. 3rd and 

December 1st are the next nights for Fun Friday. 
 

• There was a hustle after the Sunday service on October 15th to get to the parish house to add signatures to 

gifts prepared by Pat Pelletier for Clergy Appreciation Day.  Decorations, cake (and pizza! & more) were 

enjoyed by all. Flowers were presented to Mother Gillian, Deacon Mary Ann, and Fr. Jim who was actually at 

St. James, North Providence. All this was the creation of Pat, Armanda Martinez and Karmin Wiggins with 

assistance from some anonymous elves! 

From the Rev. Gillian Barr: “Thank you to all the people who coordinated the first-ever Clergy Appreciation 

Day observance at Good Shepherd.  The gifts you all gave Fr. Jim, Deacon Mary Ann and me, were lovely, and 

Mary Ann and I will wear the stoles on Good Shepherd Sunday and other suitable occasions. Thank you for 

your love and good wishes expressed on that Sunday and for the innumerable ways you are so faithful and 

dedicated and generous every Sunday.” 
 

***************************************************** 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating  

their special day in November 

2 Jim Scarpetti     5 Raymond Stephenson 

16 Brinton Dekreon      18 Jenna Silvestri-Mitchell 

19 Janet Jackson           19 Ernest Marasa 

20 Cynthia Tengbeh     28 Karen Tripodi  29 Zachary Dekreon 

 

Happy Anniversary on November 16th to Joseph & Amy LeFort 



Looking ahead to November:  
 

•  On November 4th, the 227th Convention of the Diocese of RI will convene and Good Shepherd will be 

represented by Frank Cook and Ann Maddix with Ray Stephenson and Caryl Frink as alternates. The Bishop 

will give his address to the Diocese - looking back at the past year and forward with his vision for ministry; 

there will be financial reports, a budget presentation, reports of what’s been happening throughout the Diocese 

of RI and elections of those who will guide the diocese until the next Convention.  
 

Approximately 16 1/2 % of the budget of Good Shepherd supports the work of the Diocese of RI and of the 

Episcopal Church throughout the world so it’s important to know how your pledge and Good Shepherd’s is 

making a difference. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

• At 11 am on 11/11/1918  an armistice was declared bringing to an end the fighting 

of “the war to end all wars” (World War I). On May 13, 1938, the USA made the 

11th of November a legal holiday - “a day to be dedicated to the cause of world 

peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as Armistice Day.” Instead of 

peace there was World War II and the Korean War and on June 1, 1954, November 

11th became a day to honor American veterans of all wars. Wars still rage around the 

globe and the number of veterans increases. Pray for peace. 
 

We give thanks for the service of Scott Perry, nephew of Vince Cherico, who has recently retired as a US Navy 

Seal; his family gives thanks for our prayers through the years - he is safely home. 
 

We offer thanks to all members of this congregation who are service veterans. 
 

Every Sunday we pray for “those who defend and protect our community and nation”. Who are these people? 
 

Andrew Emerson, is a detective with the RI State Police; he is the son of Jean and Ric Emerson. 
 

Sgt. Jonathan MacLean, serves in the 338 Engineer Battalion of the US. Army Reserves, having completed 

active duty that included deployment to Afghanistan and Africa. He is the husband of Betty Collins’ 

granddaughter. 
 

Two men are the nephews of Vince Cherico:  

Eric Maziarz, is a firefighter in Greenwich, CT.  

Michael Perry is a member of the Massachusetts State Police. 

 

Greg Simon is a policeman in San Diego, CA; he is the nephew of Karen Tropodi and the son of her sister 

Lynn. 
 

Petty Officer 1st class William Spencer, US Navy, is stationed in Suitland, Maryland at the Office of Navy 

Intelligence. He is the grandson of Melba Spencer and nephew of Carol Keiser. 
 

Note: While we have removed Anthony Dekargai from the active duty list we will continue to pray for his 

recovery from injuries sustained in Afghanistan; he is the son of Esther Anderson Dekargai. 
 



• Thanksgiving is November 23rd this year. It is always appropriate to give thanks to God in our own words. 

However, for many of us it is daunting to pray out loud with family and friends. We want the “right words”; 

here are a few suggestions for table graces:  

 

 

From the Book of Common Prayer:  

 

    • Give us grateful hearts, our Father, for all your mercies, and 

    make us mindful of the needs of others;  

    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

    • Bless, O Lord, your gifts to our use and us to your service;  

    for Christ's sake. Amen. 

 

    • Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the Universe, for you 

    give us food to sustain our lives and make our hearts glad; 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

    • For these and all his mercies, God's holy Name  

    be blessed and praised; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Especially suitable for children: 

 

 Thank you for the food we eat, 

 Thank you for the world so sweet, 

 Thank you for the birds that sing,  

 Thank you God for everything.  

  

 Lord, thank you for the food before us, 

 the family and friends beside us 

 and the love betwen us. Amen 

 

                     A Blessed Thanksgiving to all 

 

 


