
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                 December 2017 and early January 2018  

 
The Christmas season is one of those times when liturgical Christians (such as Episcopalians/Anglicans, Roman 

Catholics, and Eastern Orthodox) label their calendars very differently from the surrounding society. This will 

be most obvious this year on December 24th.  The rest of American society counts all of Dec. 24th as Christmas 

Eve, with preparations and family celebrations. However, for the Church, Christmas Eve doesn’t begin until 

after sunset (4:20 p.m. this year) on December 24. 

 

And since December 24 is a Sunday this year, that means that Sunday morning services are not Christmas Eve 

services. Sunday December 24th is still the Fourth Sunday of Advent.   

 

For the Church Christmas doesn’t begin until late on December 24—but it lasts 

until January 6th!  Despite a common misunderstanding, the “Twelve Days of 

Christmas” begin on Christmas Day, they don’t end on Christmas!  The climax 

of the Christmas season for Christians is the Feast of the Epiphany. 

 

This is what the holiday calendar looks like at Good Shepherd: 

 

Sunday, December 24: 10 am  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

                                         6 pm  Christmas Eve:  

                   First Eucharist of Christmas with a Carol Sing at 5:45 

 

Monday, December 25:  10 am Christmas Day Eucharist.   
A small, very informal service. Don’t like to drive after dark? Can’t corral the grand kids the night before? This 

service is for you. 

 

Sunday, December 31: 10 am   Lessons and Carols and the Holy Eucharist.  Hear the Christmas story and 

sing all the religious carols you’ve missed on the radio.  Eucharist but no sermon. 

 

Sunday, January 7:   10 am     Holy Eucharist with dramatic acting of the Christmas and Epiphany story 

by children young and old.  

 

I hope to see all of you at most of these services.   

Blessings of the Christ Child,    Gillian+ 

 

****************************************************************** 

The Rev. Gillian Barr is on medical leave from November 27th through December 15th. 

On Nov. 28th we learned from Deacon Mary Ann, “I have received news that Mother 

Gillian’s surgery went well and there were no complications. I will keep you updated as I 

get more news.  

 

****************************************************************** 



         Sunday morning at the Church of the Good Shepherd:  

                      Holy Eucharist at 10 am 

            Choir Rehearsal at 9:15 am   

            Sunday School at 10:00 am  
 

 Sunday, December 3rd,  Advent 1 
“Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for hope.  

  He brings hope to every heart. He comes! He comes!” 

  Welcome the Rev. Jennifer West to Good Shepherd.  

 

Sunday, December 10th, Advent 2 

“Light one candle for peace, one bright candle for peace.  

  He brings peace to every heart. He comes! He comes!” 

  Welcome the Rev. Meaghan Brower to Good Shepherd. 

   

  Sunday, December 17th, Advent 3  
“Light one candle for joy, one bright candle for joy.                  

   Every nation will find salvation in Bethlehem’s baby boy.” 

   Welcome the Rev. Dr. James Weiss to Good Shepherd. 

 

 

Sunday, December 24th,   Advent 4 

“Light one candle for love, one bright candle for love.   

  He brings love to every heart. He comes! He comes!” 

 
 

Note: There will not be Sunday School on December 24th, December 31st or January 7, 2018. 

           

        O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels. 

O come, let us adore him. Christ, the Lord. 

 

Christmas Eve - Sunday, December 24th 

           5:45 pm Carol Sing 

         6 pm Holy Eucharist 

 

Christmas Day - Monday, December 25th 

                   10 am Holy Eucharist 



                                                           

 
First Sunday after Christmas Day - December 31st 

10 am • Service of Lessons and Carols with the Holy Eucharist    
 

******************************************************************** 

                                      
 

Calling all Angels, Shepherds and Wise Men!!! You are invited to participate in Good Shepherd’s Epiphany 

pageant on Sunday January 7, 2018 at the 10 am service! It will be a simple reenactment of the Nativity Story 

with a part for all youth, whether you are a regular in Sunday school or just come to church when you can. 

Costumes will be provided.  Rehearsal times will be announced shortly.  Let Deacon Mary Ann know if you 

would like to take part. 
 

                      ****************************************************************** 
 

Continuing events through December and into 2018: 

Trash or Treasure - Wed. and Sat. from 9 am to noon. 

AA meeting every Saturday at 7 pm. 

Fun Friday - 5:30 - 7:30 pm on December 1st & January 5th 

 

****************************************************************** 

There are certainly church buildings that are larger and more ornate than the Church 

of the Good Shepherd but there is none more beautiful at Christmastime. Memorial 

flowers are part of the decorations as well as lots of candles, greenery with red 

bows, and a crèche. 

 

Please submit the names of deceased loved ones to the parish office by Tuesday 

morning, December 19th for inclusion in the Christmas Eve Staff. Please note that 

this list will include names of individuals submitted each year as well as those who 

have passed away during the year. A donation to help pay for flowers is gladly 

accepted but not necessary. Envelopes are located at the back of the church. 

 

****************************************************************** 



“Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, 

Where there is sorrow and pain no more, 

Neither sighing, but life everlasting.” 

 

Denis J. “Dino”  Courtemanche died on November 6th and his funeral was held at 

Good Shepherd. He was a man who loved to tell stories - a man who believed that love 

never fades - a man who would work with you not over you - a man who taught that 

the greatest adventure is always ahead of you. We extend our sympathy to his widow, 

Janice, to his daughters and to the extended family and friends whose presence at his 

funeral bore witness to his life.  

 

“Into paradise may the angels lead you. At your coming may the martyrs receive you 

and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem.” 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Looking back at November - beginning at the end of the month: 

 

• On the last Sunday of November, we welcomed Bishop Knisely for his 

biennial visitation and a joyous day it was... Alyssa Cameron received the 

laying on of hands in Confirmation ... Patricia Pelletier and Karmin Wiggins 

were received into the Episcopal Church from other branches of the Church ... 

Mother Gillian presented all three with their own Book of Common Prayer .... 

and then the Bishop anointed her for healing as she faced surgery the next day 

... members of the Sunday School entered with candles to lead a boisterous 

version of “This little light of of mine” ... Katie Grace Marcotte, minus her pink 

helmet, joined in that fun ... the choir presented a 1st class version of a new 

anthem, “Shepherd me, O Lord” ... of course, there was a special cake, 

surrounded by many other goodies to end the morning. 

 

• Thank you to Karen Tripodi and the Altar Guild for the exquisite altar decorations for the Thanksgiving Eve 

service. The rush to be ready for the holiday feast is replaced by a sense of gratitude as one sits in the quiet 

church and focuses on the altar. Come and be part of this service in 2018. 

 

• Thank you from Connor Maddix to all who purchased pies for your Thanksgiving dinner. This fundraiser 

supported student activities at the Joseph Jenks Middle School.  

 

• OOPS! Missing from last month’s newsletter was the 1st birthday of Katie Grace on 

November 22nd. It is fun to watch her walking; time really does fly though all parents 

know that the first year can seem endless! Missing that birthday prompted us to ask about 

another not on our list - belated 8th birthday to Kaylee Ramsay.  

 

• There are photos posted in the hallway near the parish hall that (sort of) tell the story of the delivery of food 

on Nov. 20th from the Winters School to Good Shepherd for the Thanksgiving baskets. The entire fifth grade 

made the journey in high spirits! Even the weather cooperated. Mike Bouchard, Pat Pelletier and the Frinks 

joined folks from Harvest Hope in welcoming the students and then sorting and 

checking every can and box. By the time we left, the Jenks Room was filled 

with 65 bags of food to be given out the next day with a gift card to Stop and 

Shop. Additional food was carried to the Food Closet in the basement to stock 

the shelves there for the weeks to come. Thank you to each of you for your 

contributions during October and November; they made a huge difference. 

 



• When will Christmas decorations be “out” at Trash or Treasure? When? Cheryl 

Scarpetti kept stalling but on Monday, November 13th the elves appeared and unpacked 

many bins of holiday decor ... candleholders in so many designs ....more mugs than you 

can imagine ... Snowmen large and small ... angels ... towels and tablecloths. Cheryl had 

already hung sweaters, beautiful holiday dresses for girls and festive attire for boys. Yes, 

there are Christmas ties and so many Christmas cards, too. It’s a great Christmas Shop. 

Come see! 
 

• The special feature for the November 3rd Fun Friday was a Harvest Bingo called by Carol Keiser and 

enjoyed by small groups of kids and parents. Meanwhile food, crafts, games and the ever popular play kitchen 

and tool bench kept everyone else busy. 
 

• Finally, November always begins with All Saints Day. 

 

****************************************************************** 

SPREAD THE WARMTH 

                                                             
 

                    HATS * SCARVES * MITTENS & GLOVES * WARM SOCKS 
 

During Advent, Christmas and into early Epiphany we will collect these items for those who daily travel to the 

Pawtucket Soup Kitchen for a hot meal and a kind word. Hats, scarfs, mittens & gloves, and warm socks can be 

new or gently used. Let’s fill the basket at the back of the church. If you prefer to make a $$ donation, we’ll 

shop for you. “Spread the warmth!” 

 

A bit more about December: 

 

• Though the main emphasis of the stewardship campaign was in November, it is never 

too late to make a pledge of financial support for the work of the church. There are 

pledge cards still on the table at the back of the church or you can speak with Frank 

Cook. 

 

• From the treasurer: “There are Christmas envelopes in each box of pledge envelopes. 

However, if you don’t have one, it’s OK to be creative and make one. We could have 

the most colorful collection plates in the Episcopal Church!” 

 

• Good Shepherd seems to have a year-round “Secret Santa”. Shh -don’t tell; someone has been 

leaving money each week in our mailbox. We are very appreciative of our Secret Santa and 

have been using the money for coffee hour supplies. 

 

• Remember: if there is a parking ban in effect at midnight Saturday night, the Sunday service is canceled. This 

is true even if the ban ends at 6 am or 9 am Sunday morning because we can not be sure we will be plowed & 

shoveled out.  Trash or Treasure and Fun Friday have somewhat different policies but a parking ban does cancel 

events. 



  

to those celebrating their special day 

in December - 
 

  2  Susan Jenson              4  Bruce Cyganoski 

  8  Angelo Gentile          13  Maxwell Alarie 

18  Joyce Silvestri           21  Karmin Wiggins        

23  Joseph Maddix          24  Clement Bethel          

29  Caroline Tripodi       31  Jessica Olbrych 

 

 

 

on December 4th to Jim & Cheryl Scarpetti 

on December 31st to Angelo Gentile & Christina Keiser 

 

*********************************** 

 
 

 

Ready or not 

Here comes 2018! 

Happy New Year to all! 


