
From the Pastor’s Desk …  
A significant difference between the Episcopal Church and the Roman 
Catholic Church in which so many Rhode Islanders were raised is how the 
Episcopal Church is led, both at the parish and wider levels.  

The Episcopal Church is thoroughly democratic — local parish leadership is 
elected by the parish membership, and those leaders in turn share the day to 
day matters of parish administration with the clergy, whom they initially 
select.  Diocesan bishops are also democratically selected, as are the delegates 

to our annual Diocesan Convention and deputies to the triennial General Convention of the Episcopal Church, 
next meeting in Austin, TX in July 2018. 

The way that ALL parishioners are able to participate in our democratic governance process is by attending 
the parish’s Annual Meeting, which this year will be on Sunday, January 28. This is the time when the 
parish lay leadership, known as the Vestry, is elected, along with our representatives to Diocesan Convention; 
they, in turn, elect or ratify people to serve in higher offices.  The Vestry will present the budget they have 
approved for 2018, based on the results of the annual giving campaign which just concluded. 

The Annual Meeting is also when the current leaders make their reports to the larger parish, answer questions 
and receive comments. While the contents of the meeting may seem fairly mundane, especially in a small 
parish like ours when leadership slates are rarely contested, remember that not all churches allow lay members 
this much input into governance.  Don’t take it for granted.  We deliberately schedule the Annual Meeting for 
the off week during the NFL playoffs, and try to keep the agenda as short as possible, to encourage 
attendance.  Hope to see you on January 28th! 

In Christ,  
   

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2018 
Sunday, January 28  

 (snow date February 4) 

Immediately after 10 a.m. worship, in the Parish Hall 

i 
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 MID-JANUARY TO MID-FEBRUARY 2018

The Shepherd’s Voice 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE PARISH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD



Parish Leadership Slate 2018 
to be approved at Annual Meeting  

(a few candidates are still being finalized by Nominations Committee)

One-year term:
  
Officers: 

Senior Warden:  Frank Cook          
Junior Warden:  Dennis Tripodi 
Clerk: Roberta Cook 
Treasurer: Carol Keiser 

Diocesan Convention & Deanery Delegates: 

• Ann Maddix 
• Frank Cook 

Convention  & Deanery Alternates: 
 • to be announced  

Two year-term: 

Vestry:  (term ending at the Annual Meeting in 2020) 

• Christie Harrison 
• Karen Tripodi 
• To be announced (updated as of 1/14 : Peter Tengbeh) 

Note: Vestry members continuing with the second year of their two-year terms as elected at the last 
Annual Meeting are: Ann Maddix,  Joe Silvestri and Joyce Silvestri 

 Current Committee and Ministry Heads and Officers:  

Please submit your written reports for the Annual Meeting to Carol Keiser NO LATER THAN January 23 at 
clk782349@aol.com Sooner is always most appreciated! 
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REGULARLY-SCHEDULED EVENTS: 

FOOD CLOSET 
The need for food for the Food Closet continues no matter the winter weather!  

On January 21 we’ll collect canned fruit (help ward off the flu!)  

On January 27 we begin our annual Souper Bowl collection which continueS until Feb. 10! 
Chicken soup is a plus for those suffering colds or flu, but any kind of soup can be lunch or 
supper or even breakfast for our neighbors. 

Patriots fans are certainly hoping it will be Go, Pats! on Feb. 4th.  But it will certainly be Yeah, 
soup!! on Jan. 28th, Feb. 4th & 10th! 

Last year we collected 105 cans of soup; it’s an ambitious goal to meet but let’s give it a try. For 
the historians, we collected 91 cans in 2016 and 80 in 2015. 
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT GOOD SHEPHERD 

Choir Rehearsal 9:15–-9:50 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist  10 a.m. 

Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Coffee Hour immediately after worship 

Weather Policy:  
If a parking ban for the City of Pawtucket is in effect any time on or after 12 midnight 
Saturday night into Sunday morning, there will be no Sunday worship or programs. 

Trash or Treasure  
Thrift Shop 

Weds. and Sats. 
9 a.m.—noon 

(parking ban cancels)


Vestry Meetings 

3rd Wednesdays 
6 p.m., Parish Hall 

upcoming:  
Jan 17 
Feb. 21

Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA) 

meetings 

Saturdays  
6 p.m., Parish Hall
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Office Hours 
 

Tuesdays 9:30-noon 

(Call ahead to confirm, 
because office cannot 

open if either Carol 
Keiser or Mother Gillian 

is unavailable)
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PARISH AUTHORS PUBLISHED  
During coffee hour on January 7 Jimmy Boateng showed a few of us this 
book: Under the 13th Star:  Selected Short Fiction, Non-fiction, Poetry and 
Prose from the Association of Rhode Island Authors. 

Two of those authors are regular Good Shepherd parishioners - Jimmy Gyasi 
Boateng (page 153) and Christie O’Neil Harrison. (page 68).

The book was published in October 2017 by CreateSpace Publishing. While 
it is  available on amazon.com & at Barnes and noble.com, his hope is 
that it will soon be available in independent bookstores including Stillwater 
Books, scheduled to open at 175 Main St., Pawtucket. Do ask Jimmy or 
Christie about the book.

SIGN-UP CALENDARS  
FOR ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLE 
It seems that there’s a calendar for every special interest from alligators to zombies but 2 important ones for 
us at Good Shepherd are on the wall outside the door to the sacristy - the flower and sanctuary candle 
“charts” for 2018. Names can be added at any time but please, please step back, take a second look and 
make sure that the name or names that you’ve written can be easily read. The suggested donation to the altar 
guild is $3 for the sanctuary candle and $3 for flowers. You can also make arrangements to have a florist 
deliver flowers, but check with the altar guild first as to an acceptable delivery time. 

NEW ADDRESSES:

   Elinor Berry Bertha Bourgault
   73 Van Zandt Ave.                           375 Cumberland Hill Rd.
   Warwick, RI  02889             Woonsocket, RI  02895

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to those celebrating their special day in January: 

  2 Joseph Silvestri           11 Zachary Marcotte (#5)  15 Gregory Brailsford     18 Fr. Jim Frink 
19 Abigail Tripodi            21 Philip Alarie                  27 Joyce Rodrigues 
28 Cassidy Dekreon        30 Peter Dekreon 

and to those celebrating their special day in February: 
1 Ralph Pelchat                   17 Kathleen Olbrych 
19 Frank Cook                    24 Abraphine (Emily) Ngafaih 
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B076Q893NG/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/under-the-13th-star-lenore-m-rheaume/1127200890
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B076Q893NG/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
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LOOKING BACK AT DECEMBER:
Fun Friday

The December Fun Friday ended with shouts of joy as the lights were turned off & on & off & on while 
everyone raised “Glow” sticks or arms with “Glow” bracelets. One of the crafts was a candy cane Rudolph 
and on the way home the Frinks had a real “Rudolph” bound across Cobble Hill Rd. in front of their car! All 
were safe!!

Pastoral Moments

• There was applause for Janice Johnson on Sunday, Dec. 3rd when she walked into Good Shepherd after 
months & months of recuperating first from an accident and then from surgeries.

• December was not kind at all to Jean & Ric Emerson who journeyed from NC to spend the Christmas 
holiday with their families in New England and their Good Shepherd family but spent most of their time 
sick with one bug or another. Try Spring?

Trash or Treasure

December was not very kind to Trash or Treasure either.  While we did acquire quite a lot of Christmas 
merchandise, the weather did not cooperate in selling it.  We were closed on two days due to snow or icy 
conditions and closed early on another day due to lack of customers not willing to come out in the extreme 
cold.  While financially we were a little below what we usually take in, the main concern is with all the 
Christmas STUFF we have left -  Half price sale, a bin of free merchandise and packing some of it away for 
next year.

In the coming months look for 1/2 price specials and eventually our semiannual bag sale! Remember, we are 
open every Wed. and Sat. morning so come on down!!!         — Cheryl Scarpetti

Altar Guild’s hard work

In 2016 we had the longest Advent season possible 
and in 2017 the shortest which led to a creative 
solution for decorating the church for Christmas 
services. In the morning on Dec. 24th, Advent 4, we 
worshipped in the parish house and when the sun 
went down, we saw the beautifully decorated church 
for the first time ... flowers and greenery and red bows 
... candles everywhere. Well done, Altar Guild.

Offerings 

Thank you to everyone who took part in our Advent to Epiphany project for the Pawtucket Soup Kitchen; we 
have many hats, scarfs, gloves and warm socks to deliver after the final collection on Jan. 14th. We called it 
Warm your Neighbor and you have!
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NATIVITY PAGEANT 
On Sunday January 7th there was record breaking cold outside 
but inside the church of the Good Shepherd there was great 
warmth as the Sunday School “kids” plus a few young-at-heart 
adults donned costumes and made the Christmas story from the 
Gospel of St. Luke, come alive. Narrator, Karen Tripodi began, 
“ In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 
all the world should be registered.”

Mary (Chesney Scarpetti) and Joseph (Connor Maddix) 
traveled from afar to a place of refuge and soon Jesus was born 
guarded by a camel (Frank Cook) and a dove (the Rev. Gillian 
Barr). Though 6 month old Miles Gentile was a witness to 

these events, his mother thought he was too old to be the center of the story so a well loved doll became Jesus. 

“In that region there were shepherds keeping watch over their flock by night. An angel of the Lord stood 
before them...”

The white winged angel Gabriel (Alyssa Campbell) announced 
“Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all people ...” and a host of winged angels (Samantha 
Brailsford, Kaylee Ramsay, Cheryl Scarpetti, and Naomi 
Tengbeh) swooped into place saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven and  on earth peace ...”. 

The shepherds (Carter Gentile, Zac Marcotte, & Kerri Marcotte) 
with one stray sheep (Fr. Jim Frink) heard their message and 
journeyed up the center aisle to the manger. “They found Mary and 
Joseph and the child who was lying in the manger... ”

All joined in singing:   “Go tell it on the mountain, 
                                      Over the hills and everywhere, 
                                      That Jesus Christ is born.” 

This unique pageant was created and directed by Deacon Mary Ann Mello with help from Karen Tripodi.

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 for some important dates in the next few months in the life of the Church:

• January 28: Annual Meeting immediately following worship (Feb 4 snow date)
• February 4: Next newsletter deadline
• February 14th: Ash Wednesday and beginning of Lent
• March  25th: the Sunday of the Passion, also known as Palm Sunday
• March 29th: Maundy Thursday
• March 30th: Good Friday
• March 31st: Holy Saturday
• April 1st: the Sunday of the Resurrection, Easter
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